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P  H  Y  S 


Odor  Frenid’s  principal  Scheme 
in  writing  his  Hiftory  of  Phyftck, 
was,  to  reprefent  himfelf  foil,  and, 
after  him,  Dodor  Mead ,  as  the 
only  Phyilcians  at  this  Time,  in 
London  efpecially:  As  for  Hiftory,  that  is 
made  fubfervient  to  the  mention  d  Defign  ,  and, 
indeed,  that  Part  of  the  Performance  is  very 
imperfed  and  fuperficial,  he  feeming  equally 
to  contrive  how  to  corrupt  the  Hiftory  of 
Phyftck,  and  to  abufe  Men  by  a  corrupted 
Hiftory.  Did  I  propofe  to  examine  the  Book, 
it  might  be  made  very  manifeft,  that  he  was 
little  acquainted  with  his  Authors,  and  iefs  in 
what  they  excelled  :  His  great  Unhappinefs  is 
moft  commonly  to  propofe  their  Errors,  or 
their  weakeft  Performances,  to  our  Imitation  \ 

B  fo 


fo  that  the  Miftakc  ffiould  not  be  greats  if  I 
affirm’d,  that  his  End  feems  to  be  a  Banter  on 
the  Ancient,  as  well  as  our  own,  Fhyficians. 
All  thefe  his  Talents  will  fufficiently  appear  in 
the  following  Examination  of  that  Part  of  the 
Book,  which  at  prefent  falls  under  our  Con- 
fideration. 

But  that  we  may  more  eafily  fall  in 
with  his  Method,  we  muft  obferve,  that  the 
Dodor’s  Partner  is  Bill  under  Convidion,  ever 
fince  his  Work  about  the  Plague,  and  his  Me¬ 
thods  of  preventing  its  taking  a  ftep  hither  from 
France 5  which  deadly  Shaft  muft,  in  their 
Opinion,  be  pull’d  out  of  his  gaull’d  Side,  be¬ 
fore  he  can  fet  him  up  for  an  Author,  or  a 
great  Phyficiam  On  this  Account  we  have 
fhort  Flings  here  and  there  about  Kaye  or  Cai¬ 
ns,  whole  Ghoft  we  remember  frightned 
Mead,  and  told  odd  Stories  about  the  Party* 
Indeed  honeft  Cams ,  who  was  certainly  a 
greater  Phyfician  than  Linacre ,  is  now  in  Dif- 
grace,  and  has  no  other  Merit  than  his  having 
writ  the  Tomb.ftone  Infcription  of  the  laft  j 
notwithftanding  of  the  Latin  Compliments  on 
him,  on  the  commemoratory  Speech  of  the 
College.  Whether  the  Hiftorian  truly  pro- 
pofes  to  dignify  his  Partner  is  very  doubtful, 
and  it’s  Time  only  can  inform  us.  At  prefent 
we  are  fare,  that  the  Defence  in  the  Hiftory  is 
fo  weak,  that  we  may  charitably  believe  his 
Friend  to  be  given  up  5  fo  that  we  may  here¬ 
after  caft  our  Eyes  upon  one  Hero  only,  even 
when  two  are  mention’d.  All 


"All  this  working  would  ftill  fall  fhort  of 
the  Purpole,  if  two  Things  were  left  undone: 
The  firft,  is,  the  Ruine  of  the  Characters,  and 
Efteem,  of  all  other  their  Contemporary  Phy¬ 
ficians;  for  they  are  fo  fenfible  of  their  own 
Merits,  that  the  Chara&er  of  the  Affociates 
muft  wither,  if  aPhyfician  of  common  Know¬ 
ledge,  or  of  common  Honefty,  was  luppofed 
to  exift  at  the  fame  Time.  For  this  End,  the 
World  is  defired  to  believe,  that  all  other  Phy¬ 
ficians  have  fo  abridg'd  the  Art  of  Phyfick,  that, 
in  Oppofition  to  Hippocrates's  firft  Aphortfmf 
it  is  become  very  fhort  $  and  as  for  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica ,  that  is  reduced  to  a  very  narrow 
Compafs  5  a  very  concife  Account  of  the 
greateft  Number  of  his  Brethren.  This  Notion 
is  often  imprefled  upon  his  Readers,  who  hear 
nothing  in  every  Page,  but  infolent  Expreffi- 
ons  to  that  Purpofe. 

Our  Author  advifes  thefc  abufed  Phyficians 
to  have  recourfe  to  Empiricks  who  have  a 
Noftrum  5  though  he  foully  mifreprefents  thefe 
Phyficians,  as  if  they  pretended  to  an  univerfal 
Medicine:  By  this  laft  Stroke  fame  of  the 
beft  Phyficians  are  comprehended.  But  if  any 
Phyfician  cannot  be  comprized  in  thefe  two 
Clafles,  the  Book  every  where  abounds  with 
odious  Characters,  and  Pictures  of  Men,  which 
are  privately  explained  by  the  Creatures  of  the 
Party,  or  are  left  to  be  fitted  to  as  many  Phy- 
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ficians  as  the  Invention  of  the  mod  fcandalous 
can  apply  at  Difcretion. 

This  is  the  Treatment  of  Fhyficians  by  the 
Men  of  pretended  Virtue,  Knowledge,  and 
Religion :  Yet,  there  is  dill  fomething  wanted 
to  render  their  Method  of  Calumny  fiiccefsful, 
and  that  is,  the  Credulity  of  the  People;  for 
what  could  Volumes  of  Scandal  produce,  if 
Men  did  not  believe  >  So  that  the  Opinion 
thofe  Gentlemen  have  of  Mankind  is  fully  as  ill 
as  that  they  have  given  of  Phyficians  :  For,  if 
Men  are  fo  weak  as  to  believe,  and  fo  willing 
as  to  receive,  the  greated  Calumnies;  furely 
all  Senfe,  and  good  Nature,  mud  fird  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  forfaken  them  ;  which  is  the 
word  Thing,  I  think,  can  be  laid  of  the  mod 
degenerated  Part  of  Humane  Kind;  yet,  with¬ 
out  this  Suppodtion,  they  could  not  have  the 
Affurance  to  publidi  this  Hidory.  What  Opi¬ 
nion  the  Hidorian  has  of  Men,  may  be  colled- 
ed  both  from  a  Pidure  (as  I  guefs  he  makes 
for  a  worthy  Phyfician,  at  this  Time,  under 
the  Hidory  of  Gaddefden )  and  his  common 
Boldnefs  of  putting  his  Aflertions  upon  Men, 
for  folid  Arguments.  *  John  Gaddefden,  we  are 
told,  was  fagacious  enough  to  fee  through  the 
Foibles  of  Human  Nature ;  he  could  form  a 
pood  Judgment ,  how  far  Mankind  could  be  im - 
pofed  upon ;  and  never  fail'd  to  make  his  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Credulity. 


*  HiR  Page  280^  Vol.  II. 
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Our  Hiftorian  is,  without  doubt,  pcrfuaded 
that  Men  are  ready  to  fuck  in  every  Declarati* 
on  of  his  as  an  Infallible  Truth  5  and,  on  that 
Account,  is  refolv’d  to  try  their  Credulity,  in 
Defiance  of  Hiftory  and  Demonftration  j  but  j 
as  I  have  altogether  another  Opinion  of  Men,  ^ 
and  believing  that  they  are  not  funk  under  fb 
great  Stupidity,  fo  I  now  refolve  to  appeal  to 
the  Senfe  of  Mankind  againft  fome  falfe  Reprc- 
fentations  in  the  Phyfick-Hiftory. 

It  will  not  be  expedred,  I  hope,  that  I  fhould 
clear  up  the  fcandalous  Characters  of  Phyfici- 
ans,  given  in  a  very  great  abundance:  that  Task 
rnuft  prove  as  infamous  as  the  Hiftory  5  whole 
Leaves  in  many  Parts  of  the  Book  being  wholly 
filled  with  Afperfions  on  fome  Phyfician,  or 
other.  But  as  many  are  affedted  with  the 
Mifreprefentation  of  the  ancient  and  beft  Phy- 
ficians  never  having  a  Noftrum,  or  fecret  Me» 
dicine  5  and  that  the  having  a  Nojirum  was 
the  peculiar  and  diftindtive  Mark  of  a  §)uack% 

I  fhall  firft  examine  the  Truth  of  this  Affirma¬ 
tion  ;  and  thereafter  I  will  make  it  appear,  that 
the  bafe  and  ignorant  Pradlices  of  Phylicians 
are  not  fo  much  the  Subjedts  of  our  Authors 
Chaftifements,  as  the  beft  Phyficians  and  their 
moft  laudable  Peformances  are  the  Qbjedls  of 
his  Envy  and  Calumny. 

For,  in  the  fecond  Place,  we  find  a  new 
Method  of  Cure,  by  an  ufeful  Ointment,  fierce¬ 
ly 


m 

Jy  attack'd,  left  any  Honour  ffiould  redound 
to  its  Inventor.  An  Author  of  a  much  more 
ancient  JE ra  has  the  Compliment  of  the  In¬ 
vention  :  The  great  Concern  of  the  Man  of 
Piety  and  Virtue  (the  Title  he  often  affects)  be¬ 
ing  to  reprefent  his  contemporary  Phyfician  af¬ 
ter  the  worft  manner.  This  Argument  is  not 
taken  from  any  Pictures,  but  from  a  Book,  and 
is  fairly  alledged,  as  a  Proof  againft  the  un« 
candid  Dealings  in  the  Hiftory. 

But,  thirdly ,  his  Anger  we  find  always  grows  • 
hotter  and  more  violent,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Merit,  or  Goodnefs  of  the  Thing  he  propofes 
to  deftroy  :  Thus  we  find  more  of  his  Skill 
and  Oratory  employed  againft  one  Sheet  of 
printed  Paper,  than  is  beftowed  upon  any  other 
Subjed*  The  great  Efteem  of  John  Gaddef- 
deris  fuccefsful  Pradice*  and  the  Rank  he  held 
at  Court,  do  not  provoke  him  into  more  in¬ 
decent  Exprellions,  and  Arts  of  Legerdemain, 
than  the  mentioned  fmall  Paper. 

Now  when  thefe  Articles  are  duly  examin¬ 
ed,  we  may  find  that  neither  Meady  nor 
Freind  himfelf,  can  have  any  Title  to  the  Cha- 
rader  of  the  fecond  Phyfician,  that  ever  was 
in  England \  whofoever  may  be  the  firft  ;  and 
that  (o  plainly,  that  their  moft  credulous  Ad¬ 
mirers  muft  be  afhanTd  to  affirm  their  Claim, 
againft  the  moft  obvious  Reafons.  Let  the 
vain  and  empty  Afiertions  have  their  juft  effed, 
and  their  fwoln  Author  muft  quickly  dwindle 
into  his  natural  Size.  The 
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The  Firft  of  the  fore-mentioned  Affertions, 
*viz.  That  ancient  Phyficians  never  had  a  No - 
Jimmy  or  a  fecret  Medicine,  is  as  falfe,  as  the 
having  a  Nojlrum  is  the  diftin&ive  Mark  of  art 
Empiricky  is  fcandalous  $  becaufe  Phyficians  of 
every  Sed  had  their  Nojlrum 7  both  Rational 
and  Empiricks  5  and  that  from  ancient  Times 
down  to  this  Day*  Great  and  weighty  Rea- 
fons  may  be  affigned  for  this  ancient  Cuftom 
of  Phyficians  having  fecret  Medicines  5  nor 
was  it  ever,  I  am  fure,  any  Ground  of  Ca¬ 
lumny,  but  from  the  worft  of  their  Brethren, 
that  either  hated  Men,  or  envy'd  Inventors, 
and  that  are  always  ready  to  make  ufe  of  the 
Invention,  while  they  flander  the  Inventor. 

In  Reafon,  every  Man  mud  think  it  natural 
for  a  Perfon  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  a  Difcovery, 
that  has  been  the  Produce  of  the  Study  and 
Experience  of  many  Years  5  and  the  beft-na- 
tured  Men,  who  have  truly  at  Heart  the  Good 
of  others,  are,  in  my  Opinion,  miftaken,  when 
they  think  fuch  Difcoveries  would  very  much 
tend  to  the  Good  of  the  World.  Let  them 
confult  Experience  of  what  we  know  about: 
JeJuits ^Powdery  and  we  fhall  find,  that  the 
greateft  Good  has  not  been  done  by  it,  becaufe 
its  greater  Charafter  for  Infallibility  has  often 
put  its  Adminiftration  into  wrong  Hands  • 
and  if  many  Medicines  were  communicated 
of  equal  Efficacy  for  other  Difeafes,  the  natu¬ 
ral  Confequence,  I  think,  would  be,  firft,  the 

Ruin 


[8] 

Ruin  of  Phyfick,  and  afterwards  the  Lofs  of 
thefc  excellent  Medicines  themfelves.  On  both 
which  Confiderations,  the  preferving  Inven¬ 
tions,  as  Secrets,  is  not  only  every  Mans 
Right,  but  is  alfo  highly  conducing  to  the 
Honour  and  Prefer  vation  of  Phyfick,  the  greateft 
Blefling  that  can  happen  to  xMem 

Freind  agrees  with  me,  in  fome  meafure, 
when  he  (peaks  of  the  *  Abufes  of  the  Pra¬ 
ctice  of  the  Barky  but  his  Views  are  mean  and 
felfifh,  as  they  always  are  when  he  infinuates 
Conditions  of  a  better  Pradice,  he  would  have 
us  believe  peculiar  to  himfelf  j  whereas  if  we 
either  confult  the  making  Tindurcs  of  it  with 
Spaw-  Water y  or  an  Attempt  of  reprefenting  it 
as  ufelefs,  inftead  of  fhewing  the  proper  Cir- 
cumftances  of  giving  it,  we  find  his  Defign  fquints 
too  much  upon  the  difcouraging  it  altogether  5 
efpecially  if  we  remember  the  miferable  Pra¬ 
ctice  attempted  for  a  Subftitution  %  a  '  mere 
Project,  and  what  the  French  call,  Medicines 
pour  snider  les  Sacs ,  and  fit  only  for  Quacks. 

Many  weighty  Reafons  might  be  brought 
to  juftify  the  Cuftoms  of  ancient  and  modern 
Phyficians  having  Secrets .  I  fliall  not  fay 
any  Thing  of  the  firft,  intending  to  make  ufe 
of  the  Examples  and  Authorities  alledged  by 
Dodor  Freind  againft  their  having  Secrets,  to 


*  Page  78.  Vol.  X. 
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prove  that  they  had.  As  for  the  Moderns,  we 
cannot  open  any  Book  of  any  Character,  of 
whatfoever  Sed,  but  we  find  the  Pradice  of 
having  a  Nojtrum.  Sept  alius,  Sennertus ,  Fleur- 
Tims,  Rtverius,  &c.  Phyficians  of  good  Eftecm 
within  thefe  two  Hundred  Years,  have  their 
Arcana  carefully  colleded  by  other  Phyficians* 
without  any  Reproach  for  their  having  had 
them. 

Goddards  Drops  are  Bill  a  Secret  among 
ourfelves  $  yet  they  were  prepared,  and  fold,  by 
a  Prefident  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians* 
in  London:  Dodor  Sydenham ,  one  of  the  mod 
learned  Emptricks  in  any  Age,  long  conceal’d 
the  Compofition  of  his  liquid  Laudanum » 

Our  prefent  Prefident,  a  Perfon  of  an  extern 
five  and  fuccefsful  Pradice,  knows  nothing  de¬ 
rogating  from  the  Honour  of  the  Faculty,  in 
having  a  fecret  Medicine.  His  Majcftys  firft 
Phyfician  has  his  Secret ;  and  Dodor  Cock- 
hum,  a  mod  rational  Phyfician,  has  always 
vindicated  this  antient  Pradice,  and  has  ad 
Arcanum . 


Neither  is  this  Cuftom  confined  to  our  Iflands 


for  the  molt  learned  Phyficians  abroad,  keep 
tip  to  the  reafonable  Pradice  of  former  Times, 
in  having  Secrets.  The  famous  Profeffot 
Boerhaave  has  marly,  one  more  particularly 
for  making  the  Small  Pox  come  forth  fa- 
i7ourably; 

C  After 
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After  all,  Do&or  Radcliff  had  many  fecret 
Medicines,  if  we  may  believe  the  Phyfician 
who  allured  his  Executors  of  his  having  them* 
or  eife  they  had  not  told  the  World  fo.  It  is 
true,  he  was  an  Empirick ,  yet  he  was  no  ordi¬ 
nary  Perfon,  Vir  non  Mediocris,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  Celfus ,  fpeaking  of  that  Se£h  But  if 
He  had  no  Secrets,  we  all  know  who  is  a  pro- 
fefted  Quack,  for  abufing  Mankind  with  what 
they  have  not. 

How  then  could  our  Hiftorian  hope  to  find, 
either  his  contemporary  Phyficians  fo  ignorant, 
or  his  Countrymen  fo  credulous,  as  to  be  perfuad- 
ed,  by  a  bold  Aftertion,  that  ancient  Phyficians 
had  no  Secrets,  or  that  Secrets  were  a  fureMark 
of  an  Empirick ,  or  Quack,  as  he  farther  would 
have  us  believe  ? 

We  mu  ft  own,  that  he  pretends  to  be  Learn¬ 
ed  on  this  Head,  and  to  prove  the  foremen- 
tion’d  Paradox  from  Phyfick  Books  5  and  it 
Jhali  be  our  Bufinels  to  receive  what  he  al¬ 
ledges  :  But,  it  may  be  very  proper  to  inform 
a  common  Reader,  that  an  Empirick,  among 
Phyficians,  is  not  what  he  makes  it  fignify,  and 
to  anfwer  to  our  word  Quack ,  or  the  Charla¬ 
tan  of  the  French :  Thefe  are  common  in  all 
Profeffions,  as  well  as  in  Phyfick;  and  I  wifh 
the  prefen t  Undertaking  of  our  Hiftorian, 
does  not  bring  it  under  fome  Sufpicion  of 
Quackery, 


Among 


Among  Phyficians,  the  Empiricks  were  a 
Sc£t  that  alledged,  Experience ,  and  Qbferva- 
tion,  was  the  Whole  of  Phyfick,  with  which 
Reafoning  has  very  little  to  do.  Nature  being 
too  deep  for  our  Inquiries,  and  Anatomy  of 
very  little  Ufe  :  They  contented  themfelves 
with  evident  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  whether,  viz. 
Heat ,  or  Cold ,  Pampering,  or  Want ,  fa¬ 
tigue,  &c.  occafioned  Diftempers,  and  were  fa- 
tisfied  to  apply  fuch  Remedies  as  Experience 
had  taught  them  to  be  ufeful,  on  the  like  for¬ 
mer  Occafions  $  affirming,  that  Medicines  cured 
Difeafes,  and  not  Speeches*  infomuch,  that  a 
dumb  Man,  acquainted  with  Obfervations, 
ffiould  prove  a  greater  Phyfician,  than  the  moft 
Eloquent  Perfon  who  has  not  Experience. 
Now,  whatever  may  be  the  Dcfed  of  the  Em¬ 
piricks,  yet  they  nothing  rcfcmblc  Quacks,  who 
have  neither  any  Knowledge  of  Difeafes,  nor 
Experience  of  Medicines  for  curing  them. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  imagine  how  this  Blunder 
dropp’d  into  the  late  Hiftory  of  Phyfick.  Did 
not  its  Author  know  the  moft  general  Sefts  of 
Phyficians?  or,  did  he  purpofeiy  mifreprefent 
them  ?  But  to  what  purpofe  could  he  imagine 
his  Adverlaries  fo  ignorant,  as  not  to  difeover 
his  foul  Play  ?  or  fo  tame,  as  not  to  dare  to 
let  Things  right  ?  Did  not  he  rather  know  the 
Power  of  fome  Words  among  the  Credulous, 
and  that  a  Nojlrum ,  and  a  jQuack,  were  two 
pretty  ffiort  Words  for  throwing  an  Odium 

C  2  upon 
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upon  an  Enemy $  efpecially,  when  they  are 
pretended  to  be  fupported  by  Learning,  and 
great  Reading?  In  Effect,  his  Attempt  is  da¬ 
ring  5  and  therefore,  having  thus  apprized  my 
Reader  with  the  common  Meaning  of  the 
Word  Empirick ,  we  proceed  to  hear  his  Rea- 
fons  for  a  Phyfician  being  a  Quack,  becaufehe 
has  a  Noftrum ,  or  a  Medicine,  he  refervcs  as 
a  Secret;  for  we  have  already  heard,  that  Phy¬ 
sicians,  both  of  the  Rational  and  Empiric k  Sect, 
had  their  Secrets. 

We  are  told,  That  Aetjus  *  collected  a. 
Multitude  of  Receipts ,  particularly  thofe ,  which 
had  been  much  celebrated  or  ufed  as  Nostrums, 
by  their  Inventors .  Some  of  thefe  he  feems  to 
mention  with  no  other  Defign ,  than  to  expofe 
them ,  and  to  let  us  fee  the  extravagant  Rate 
People  were  induced  to  pay  for  them .  A  little 
further,  we  are  allured,  that  He  (AEtius)  gives 
them  no  Character  himfelf  nor  recommends 
them  from  his  own  Experience ,  as  he  does ,  very 
defervedly,  the  Fhilonium  5  which  we  are 
defired  to  fuppofe  never  to  have  been  a 
Noftrum . 

But  that  we  may  not  entertain  any  Doubt 
of  Freind s  Honefty  in  this  Relation,  he  affures 
us,  That  this  was  the  TraElice  of  the  Antients , 
and  ought  to  be  a  perpetual  Model  for  their 
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Succejfors ,  who  would  imitate  them  either  m 
their  Knowledge  or  Virtue. 

From  the  firft  View  of  this  Account,  fo  fo¬ 
ie  mnly  introduced,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  Caufe 
is  given  up  ;  becaufe,  it  is  granted  that  the  An- 
tients  had  Noftrums ,  though  they  are  not  al¬ 
low'd  to  have  had  Secret s,  which  are  fynony- 
mous  Terms.  Befides,  if  Aetius  mentions  fome 
of  thefe  Noftrums ,  with  a  Defign  to  expofe 
them,  which  is  more  than  can  be  proved,  the 
reft  were  furely  efteenfd  by  him  ;  or  why 
ffiould  he  mention  them  at  all  >  W as  it  agree¬ 
able  to  a  Man  of  his  Learning  and  Curiofity, 
who  has  collected  many  excellent  Prefcriptions 
of  his  Predeceffors,  to  have  filled  up  a  Book 
with  Receipts,  and  to  no  other  Ptirpofe,  than 
to  tell  us,  that  they  are  good  for  nothing! 
Who  then  imitate  the  Ancients  in  their  Know¬ 
ledge,  Vertue,  and  Prudence!  They  that  fol¬ 
low  their  Steps  in  inventing  excellent  Medi¬ 
cines,  and  in  keeping  Secrets  if  they  pleafe  j 
or  they  that  would  deftroy  all  Knowledge ,  urn 
der  a  Mask  of  Vertue  ? 

We  may  likewife  obferve,  that  Doctor 
Freind's  Quacks  are  fuch  as  no  body  eife  knew, 
and  if  they  were  fo  good  at  inventing  Medi¬ 
cines,  that  they  drew  the  Attention  of  Men 
upon  them  by  their  Efficacy,  we  are  in  mighty 
want  of  fuch  at  this  Time,  when  the  Materia 

Medico,  has  pined  away  in  Covent-Garden. 
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To  proceed  farther,  it  is  demanded,  How 
Aetius  has  expofed  thefe  Noftrums?  The  In- 
fiance  given  in  the  Hiftory  does  not  rife  fo  high. 
Is  the  Colical  Antidote  of  Nicoftratus  expofed, 
by  bearing  the  Name  Ifotheos?  This  could  not 
offend  Aetius,  and  could  not  be  any  Reafon 
for  him  to  expofe  it  for  being  a  Noftrum.  If 
it  had  been  irreligious  to  have  dignify ’d  thefe 
Medicines  with  that  Name,  yet  there  is  no  Ob¬ 
jection  againft  the  Medicine  for  being  a  Secret. 
Neither  Aetius,  nor  Freind,  can  except  againft 
the  Name,  though  this  virtuous  Perfon,  in 
great  Humility,  calls  it  prefumptuous;  though 
that  fignifies  no  more  than  God  like ,  and  is 
not  more  prefumptuous  than  "Divine  Freind 
bimfelf  attributes  to  Opium .  Thus  we  find  Ifo¬ 
theos  often  taken  in  that  Senfe  in  Homer ,  when 
he  defcribes  any  extraordinary  Quality  in  Men, 
or  in  Things  j  and  the  Meaning  is  no  more, 
than  that  this  Antidote  of  Nicoftratus  was  very 
powerful  and  effedual,  and  was  a  Godlike 
Medicine  in  Cafes  of  the  Colick.  We  find 
not  fo  much  as  a  Complaint  of  the  too  dear 
Purchafe  of  this  Medicine.  They  that  propofe 
Gabriel  the  Empirick  for  our  Imitation,  and  that 
give  nothing  but  vain  empty  Words,  ought  not 
to  complain  of  any  Sales  of  that  Kind. 

What  is  afterwards  faid  of  Noftrums,  having 
no  Character  from  Aetius,  and  that  he  never 
recommends  them  from  his  own  Experience, 
as  he  defcrvedly  does  the  Philonium ,  is  abfo* 
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lutely  falfe.  For  fpeaking  of  fome  Medicines 
for  the  Eyes,  he  very  highly  recommends  and 
extols  th  cTheodotium  of  Severus .  *  If  is,  fays 
Aetius ,  found  to  be  more  commodious  than  all 
the  forementioned  Medicines .  Again,  So  great 
is  the  Efficacy  of  this  Medicine ,  that  Words 
cannot  exprefs  it .  They  that  hear  of  its 
Power  can  hardly  believe  it  —  To  fum  up 
When  this  Collyrium  has  been  admini- 
ftred  in  the  beginning  of  the  Diftemper ,  and 
has  been  apply  d  on  the  Eye  with  a  Spunge , 
its  Efficacy  has  quickly  been  felt  by  relieving  the 
Sick  from  the  Violence  of  the  TDifeafe,  Can 
any  Remedy  come  better  recommended  upon 
the  Experience  of  any  Phyfician  than  this  Theo- 
dotium  of  Sever  us  is  by  Aetius  ?  we  cannot 
then  but  wonder,  why  we  are  told,  that  none 
of  thefe  Noftrums  are  recommended  upon  the 
particular  Experience  of  Aetius .  Is  there  any 
Thing  in  the  Account  before  us,  to  juftify 
what  Freind  fays.  That  this  bare  Recital  was 
fufficient  to  fhew  the  Knavery  of  thofe  who 
fold  the  Noflrums ,  and  the  foolifli  Credulity 
of  thofe  who  bought  them  >  But  as  nothing 
of  this  appears  in  all  this  Hiflory,  the  Author 
makes  life  of  the  great  Stock  of  Credulity  he 
finds  among  People,  and  plays  his  Legerde¬ 
main  about  univerfal  Medicines,  which  is 
drawing  them  as  cunningly  from  the  prefent 
Subject,  as  Secret  Medicines  differ  from  Uni* 
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njerfal  j  and  that  Difference  is  widely  great  $ 
lo  much,  as  to  bring  the  Virtue  of  our  Hi- 
dorian  more  into  Doubt  than  his  Knowledge. 

Freind  ffiould  have  turned  to  that  Part  of 
AetmSy  where  we  may  find  the  Philonium  re¬ 
commended  as  it  is  repre fenced  to  be.  We 
are  fenfible  there  is  no  Fault  found  with  No - 
ftrumSy  and  the  Theodotium  has  as  ample  Prat¬ 
ies  as  any  ocher  Medicine  can  have,  whatever  is 
alledged  to  the  contrary  in  this  Hiftory.  But 
why  does  the  Fhtlonnm  defer ve  all  this  En¬ 
comium  ?  Will  the  Dodtor  pretend  to  fay  that 
it  was  not  a  Nojhum  ?  Nay,  that  (m  his  mo- 
dilli  Language)  it  does  not  refemble  a  Quacks 
BUI,  not  only  becaufe  it  cures  thirty ,  but  even 
more  than  thirty  Didempers.  This  Gentleman 
may  folemnly  affirm,  that  there  is  no  Medicine 
that  can  be  compared  with  it ,  for  its  excellent 
Virtues  :  Yet  i  ffiall  now  prove,  that  the  Philo- 
nium  was  the  bed  concealed  and  the  longed 
concealed  Nofirum  of  the  Number  5  asalfo,that 
it  was  invented  by  a  Rational  Phyfician,  One 
not  of  the  Empirick  Sect  5  tho*  that  had  not 
been  any  Difparagement  to  it,  as  every  Body 
mud  coafefs,  after  they  have  been  told  the 
Nature  of  that  Sed  5  indudrioufly  mifrepre- 
fented  by  the  Hidorian  to  ierve  the  prefent 
Turn.  If  this  is  proved,  every  Body  mud 
acknowledge,  that  Nojlrums  were  common 
among  the  Ancients,  that  a  Noftrum  might 
cure  feveral  Didempers,  and  that  Nojlrums 
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have  been  invented*  and  even  concealed  bj 
Rational  Phyficians. 

Galen ,  writing  about  Medicines  that  cafe 
Pain*  are  Anodyne*  and  that  are  good  againft 
the  Colicky  informs  us*  That  the  ‘Phi Ionium 
had  been  in  very  great  Efteem  for  a  very  long 
Time  $  as  alfo,  that  this  Medicine  was  among 
the  mod  ufeful*  as  well  as  the  mod  ancient  of 
the  Kind.  By  the  Kind,  we  are  to  underftand 
the  Antidotes ,  as  the  Mithridate ,  and  the  fimplc 
Hiera  5  and  though  it  may  not  altogether  be 
more  ancient  that  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  contemporary  with  it  :  So  that*  by  the 
bve,  we  find  the  Philonium  is  ranged  with  the 
Mithridate *  and  is*  in  the  Account  of  the  Hi- 
ftorian,  a  Quack's  Bill :  So  carefully  does  he 
guard  his  admirable  Philonium .  Nay*  this 
Wonder  of  a  Medicine  is  a  CathoUcon  too* 
fo  me  what  like  Mithridate *  and  cures  about 
thirty  other  Diftempers  ;  a  fare  Mark  of 
Quackery-,  a  rare  Chara&er  of  his  favourite 
Composition*  and  a  wonderful  Defence  of  it 
againft  its  being  a  Nofirum . 

We  do  not  defire  to  impofe  upon  credu¬ 
lous  Men ;  fo  let  the  Queftion  be  determined 
by  Galen  himfelf*  *  who  tells  us*  That  Philo 
gave  it  in  Greek  Elegiacks  5  wherein  the  Medb 
cine  is  firft  introduced,  fetting  forth  its  own 
Virtues,  and  next  adds  its  Compofition. 
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Philo  did  ftrft  my  fovereign  Tower  impart ; 
Philo,  great  Mafter  of  the  Healing  Art . 
from  Tarfus  fprung ,  1  conquer  numerous  Ills, 
Whale  er  the  Colon,  or  the  Liver feels. 

Thd  Gravel  flop  the  Reins,  the  Stone  moleft, 
Convuilions  torture ,  or  Confumptions  wafte7 

The  Spleen  take  various  Shapes ,  or  Adhma 
feize  the  Bread.. 

Blood  fpit,  or  vomited \  the  Pleurify, 

Each  dangerous  Symptom  yields  the  Victory  y 

And  the  great  Slayer ,  Death,  is  fain  by  Me * 

The  labouring  Bowels,  when  with  Pains  attack d. 

The  Limbs  without  with  cruel  Tortures  rack'd. 

The  Cough,  the  Sobbing,  and  tickling  Rheums 
no  lefsy 


The  ft rangled  Matrice  my  vafl  Tower  confefs. 
A  mighty  Treafure  to  the  Learn  d  and  Wife 
He  left :  But  dull  and ftupid  Men  1  do  defpife , 


Does  not  this  Gentleman  moft  folemnly  af¬ 
firm,  that  the  Philonium  exceeds  all  Praifes, 
for  its  excellent  Virtues  ;  yet,  in  his  large  Way 
of  talking,  it  mud  be  accounted  a  Quack’s- 
Bill,  for  curing  more  than  thirty  Difeafes,  and 
for  even  conquering  Death  itfelf.  Every  Man 
then  mud  wonder  what  little  Views  of  pri- 
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vate  Intereft  could  bring  an  Argument  upon 
the  Stage,  that  either  brings  the  Virtue  or 
Knowledge  of  the  Perfon  that  advances  it,  in¬ 
to  Queftion.  Nothing  lefs  than  his  profeffed 
Contempt  for  the  Ignorance  of  his  Contem¬ 
porary  Phyficians,  and  of  the  Credulity  of  all 
Ranks  of  People,  could  have  induced  him  to 
ftrike  fo  bold  a  Stroke  as  this  Account  is  com 
cerning  Bhilonium . 

The  Unhappinefs,  if  poffible,  is  frill  greater 
in  advancing  that  Philo  never  made  his  Medi¬ 
cine  a  Secret  \  for  if  our  Hiflorian  had  thought 
fo,  or  that  any  One  befides  himfelf  had  been 
in  that  Secret,  he  never  could  have  ventured  to 
have  proclaimed  the  Praifes  of  the  divine  cPhi- 
Ionium  for  its  not  having  been  a  Secret,  And 
as  the  Compoiition  is  fuppofed  to  be  fo  very 
plain,  I  will  render  it  in  Englifh  from  Galen  5 
becaufe  every  Phyfician,  and  every  Apothecary, 
who  reads  it,  can  eafily  explain  the  Mythology 
that  concealed  it  for  Two  hundred  Years,  from 
common  Eyes  ;  as  Men  commonly  believe* 

Take  of  the  yellow  and  fragrant  Flair  of  a 
Youth ,  whofe  Blood  is  (till  Jhed  in  the 
Fields  of  Mercury  :  Weigh  it  prudently 
according  to  the  humane  Senfes  5  then  add 
a  Drachm  of  Euboea n  Nauplium  5  as 
much  of  the  Murderer  of  the  Son  of 
Menetius,  which  is  kept  in  a  Sheefs 
Stomach .  Add  twenty  'Drachms  of 
white  Flame,  and  as  much  of  the  Beans 

D  2  of 


i « ] 

.  of  the  Hogs  of  Arcadia  ;  with  a  Drachm 
of  a  Plant  that  is  erroneoufly  called  a 
Root,  and  that  comes  from  a  Country  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  Jupiter  of  Piflaeum.  Write 
Pium,  and  add  the  Greek  Article  of  the 
Mafculine  Gender  to  the  beginning  of  the 
Word .  Take  ten  ‘Drachms  of  the  lad 
Drug ,  and  mix  all  thefe  well  with  the 
Work  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Bull  of 
Athens. 

This  was  the  State  of  the  ‘Philonium  $  a 
Medicine  never  enough  to  be  commended,  in 
being  a  Secret  5  and  I  now  appeal  to  every 
Thing  of  the  Faculty,  whether  the  Receipt  in 
our  Difpenfatories  is  not  plainer  than  that 
left  by  Philo  5  nay,  whether  any  one  of  the 
Faculty  can  give  the  Senfe  of  it,  immediately 
afrer  their  reading  it  here. 

But  this  Medicine  was  not  only  a  Noftrum , 
but  it  was  invented  by  a  Rational  Phyfician, 
not  an  Empirick :  He  was  a  Dogmatick  by 
Sed,  and  he  left  it  a  Treafure  to  faithful 
Friends,  never  to  be  communicated  to  ftupid 
Nothing-Men,  Abridgers  not  only  of  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  but  to  whom  every  Thing  in 
Phylick  is  a  Secret  5  and  as  Dhilo  was  not  an 
Empirick,  far  lefs  was  he  a  Quack.  I  hope 
this  Difcovery  will  not  put  our  Hiftorian  out 
of  Humour  with  a  Medicine  he  thinks,  at 
prefent,  exceeds  all  our  Prailes.  And  there¬ 
fore,  I  advife  all  the  paffionate  Admirers  of  the 
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Learning,  Knowledge,  and  Virtue  of  our 
Author,  to  fufpend  their  Judgments  $  till  they 
fee  how  firm  their  Friend  may  be  about  Em- 
piricks ,  and  Nofirums  $  for  there  is  a  great 
Occafion  for  a  Change  in  Opinions  about 
thefe  Matters. 

It  is  furprizing,  that  the  Fraifes  of  the  Phi- 
Ionium  fliould  be  turn'd  upon  its  never  having 
been  a  Secret ,  when  it  was  moft  deeply  /but 
up  in  Mythology,  for  Two  Hundred  Years: 
Indeed  it  is  more  furprizing,  that  it  was  not 
either  loft,  or  difcoverd,  in  all  that  Time  $ 
but  why  our  pretended  Follower  of  the  An* 
dents,  in  their  Knowledge  and  Virtue ,  fhould 
hazard  his  Title  to  one,  or  both,  of  thefe, 
will  ftun  the  Credulity  of  the  moft  credulous 
Lady  of  his  Party.  It  would  prove  the  greateft 
Offence  to  fulped,  that  the  Doctor  had  never 
read  Galen ,  who,  I  think,  firft  unriddled  the 
Nojlrum >  and  it  muft  offend  him  ftill  more 
to  alledge,  that  he  had  never  read  Doctor  le 
Clerk’s  Hifiory  of  Khyfick,  which  he  often 
commends,  and  as  often  condemns,  juft  as  that 
Author  happens  to  be  in  Favour  5  yet,  as  the 
firft  mentions  the  Compofition  of  the  Philo - 
niumy  and  clears  it  up  from  the  Cloud  of  Fa¬ 
ble  5  and  the  fecond  gives  us  an  Account  of 
this  Medicine  in  the  Life  of  Fhilo ,  referring 
us  to  Galen  for  a  more  particular  Account  of 
it,  it  muft  try  the  greateft  Credulity  to  believe 
that  Doctor  Freind  had  ever  read  thofe  Au¬ 
thors  |  and  thus  his  Knowledge  muft  have  been 
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queftiond  j  or  if  he  has  read  them,  what  Salvo 
will  be  provided  for  his  Virtue  ?  Nothing, 
but  the  word  Opinion  of  the  ftupid  Credulity 
of  Men,  or  a  full  Pefwafion  of  the  grofs  Igno¬ 
rance  of  his  Brethren,  could  give  him  Hopes 
of  concealing  this  Secret ;  and,  indeed,  both 
of  them  are  ablolutely  neceftary,  in  order  to 
our  believing  that  our  Author  knew  what  Ga¬ 
len  and  le  Clerk  wriq  or  that  he  was  not  fo 
mad  as  to  throw  Scandal  upon  fome  of  the 
b eft  Phyficians  in  every  Age,  under  the  Pre¬ 
tence  of  their  having  a  Nojlrum>  or  a  Secret 
Medicine:  But,  I  leave  this  Obfervation  with 
my  Reader. 

Whatever  may  become  of  Knowledge ,  and 
Virtue ,  1  hope  this  humble  (not  prefumptuous) 
Phyfician,  who  fits  upon  Life  and  Death ,  as  he 
elfewhere  tells  us  Phyficians  do,  will  not,  here¬ 
after,  fuffer  his  moft  credulous  Friends  to  Bleed 
for  want  of  a  Noflrum ,  for  their  firmly  be¬ 
lieving  that  a  Secret  is  Quackery :  This  would 
be  a  very  hard  Return  for  their  Belief. 

It  is  plain,  that  the  Foibles  of  Human  Na¬ 
ture  are  the  great  Support  of  all  this  Hiftory ; 
and  it  is  as  plain,  that  the  Superftrufture  is  in 
Bulk,  and  Weight,  prodigious;  fo  that  if  he 
has  form'd  a  good  Judgment  of  Men ,  and  that 
they  may  fo  far  be  impofed  upon ,  as  to  make 
all  thefe  Advantages  of  their  Credulity ,  it 
mu  ft  prove  the  moft  wonderful  Thing  in  Na¬ 
ture,  and  truly  promifes  Succefs  in  any  other 
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Attempts.  We  have  had  an  Inftance  of  an  Ad* 
vance  in  that  Way  (for  his  Trial  of  Credulity 
in  Matters  of  Phyfick,  and  Phyfick-Hiftory, 
does  not  affed  many)  by  a  farther  Progrefs 
made  for  an  Experiment  in  a  late  Piece  of 
Hiftory,  and  the  Subject  of  much  Argument, 
and  Converfation  of  late  among  ourfelves, 
which  will  not  make  a  difagreeable  Digreffion, 
in  this  new  Philofophy,  to  confider  it. 

In  Mead's  Book  of  the  ‘Plague,  a  true  Image 
of  thefe  Authors,  who  promifc  much,  but 
truft  more  to  their  Officers  than  their  Argu- 
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ments,  the  Words  Infection,  and  Contagion , 
were  miferably  perverted  from  their  genuine 
Senfe,  as  they  are  underftood  among  Phyfici- 
ans;  for  which  he  then  fuffer’d  due  Correcti¬ 
on,  though  now  there  is  a  pretended  Defence 
in  the  Hiftory  of  Phylick,  as  odd,  and  that  re¬ 
quires  as  much  Credulity  for  its  being  ad« 
mined,  as  moft  Things  in  the  Performance. 
*  It  has  been ,  indeed a  Vafhion  of  late  to  deny , 
That  there  is  any  Contagion  at  all  in  Diftem- 
pers ,  even  in  that  which  is  fo  terrible ,  chiefly 
upon  this  very  Account ,  the  Plague .  It  had 
been  but  right  for  the  Hiftorian  to  have  in- 
form’d  us  among  whom  this  Faffiion  prevail’d : 
For  my  Parr,  I  do  not  know  of  any  Author 
who  denies  fome  Difeafes  to  be  contagious; 
but  what  does  this  Argument  import,  to  ffiew 
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that  Infection  and  Contagion  are  fynonymous 
Terms?  and  if  they  are  not  fo  among  Phyjfi- 
dans  (as  they  certainly  are  not)  his  Friend  is 
not  defended,  but  the  Obfervarion  of  the  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  Phvfick  Language  ftands  in  full 
Force  againft  them,  as  was  proved  from  j Hip¬ 
pocrates  and  fracaftorius. 

It  is  a  ftrange  Affertion,  That  the  Terror 
of  the  Vlague  confifts  in  the  Notion  of  its  be¬ 
ing  Contagious ,  or  that  it  can  pals  from  one 
Man  into  another,  or  from  a  Bit  of  Pack¬ 
thread  into  a  Man,  merely  by  the  Touch.  I 
Wiili  there  was  nothing  terrible  in  that  deftroy- 
ing  Difeale,  befides  this  idle  Notion,  that  the 
belt  Phyiicians  unanimoufly,  for  near  Two 
Thoufand  Years,  never  dreamed  of;  and  I  wifh 
Men  could  as  firmly  be  guarded  againft  the 
common  Mortality  of  the  Diftemper,  as  they 
may,  and  have  been,  eafed  of  that  Conceit  of 
its  Contagion .  The  great  Greek  and  Arabian 
Phyficians,  fo  frequently  recommended  to  our 
Imitation,  Men  not  only  Wife,  but  who  had 
great  Experience  of  that  Difeafe,  are  the  very 
Authors  who  judicioufly  diftinguiflied  between 
Infection ,  and  Contagion ,  and  affirmed,  a  Man 
was  infeded  when  he  had  a  Difeafe;  but  de¬ 
nied,  that  the  blague  palled  by  the  Touch,  or 
by  Contagion * 

It  is  difficult  to  make  a  judgment  of  this 
Way  of  talking,  where  the  Affirmation  is  fuch, 
as  no  manner  of  Inference  can  be  deduced 
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from  it  5  and,  on  that  Account,  is  either  like 
the  Talk  of  a  diftemper'd  Ferfon,  or  whofe 
great  Notions  of  himfelf  fuppofe  the  ready 
Aflcnt  of  Men  to  fuch  idle  Dreams.  So  we  are 
told.  That  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Leprosy,  thefe  new 
CDireEiors  in  Phyfick  would  do  well  to  confider , 
that  Moses  was  of  a  quite  contrary  Opinion . 
Now  this  is  mere  Tattle  5  for,  as  1  (aid,  every 
Phyfician  believes  that  there  is  a  Contagion  in 
fome  Difeafes,  while  they  deny  that  this  is  the 
Cafe  of  the  Plague .  The  Leprofy ,  by  Mofes 
called  contagious,  is,  likewife,  fo  called  by 
thofc  he  calls  new  Dir  e  El  or  s  5  fo  that  Mofes 
and  they  agree,  though  with  the  beft  Phyfici¬ 
ans  they  differ  from  Dr.  Mead \  for  whom  this 
fort  of  a  Defence  is  pretended  to  be  made. 

For  a  Proof  of  this  Harmony  between  Mofes „ 
and  the  objecting  Phyficians,  I  appeal  to  a 
Book,  feafonably  writ  againft  Meads  abomi¬ 
nable  Scheme  for  Barracks  and  Quarantines  5 
wherein  we  have  this  remarkable  Expreffion? 
altogether  deftrudive  of  what  is  advanc'd  in 
the  Hiftory.  *  There  are  fever  al  Difeafes  that 
Phyficians  obferve  to  be  convey’d \  or  to  pafs * 
by  Contagion ;  thefe  are  the  Leprosy,  &c.  So 
that  not  only  ancient  Hiftory,  but  what  we 
talk'd  of  tother  Day,  are  corrupted  by  the  Hi- 
dorian  j  and  it  is  furely  a  very  defperate  Cauie^ 
that  wants  Arguments  of  this  Kind  for  its  Sup- 
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port.  The  Leprofy  being  convey'd  by  Conta^ 
gion,  is  no  more  an  Argument  for  the  blague 
being  convey'd  after  the  fame  Manner,  than 
that  the  Gout  or  Stone  are  likewife  contagious* 
Thus,  again,  Mead  is  not  defended  from  his  bar¬ 
barous  life  of  the  foremention'd  Words,  and  his 
Friend  falls  into  new  Blunders  of  his  own  in 
this  pretended  Defence. 

T  he  next  Obfervation,  of  the  falfe  Repre- 
fentations  of  Phyficians  in  the  late  Hiftory  of 
Phyfick,  is  altogether  the  Reverfe  of  the  for¬ 
mer;  for  in  it,  the  having  a  fecret  Medicine 
was  the  Quarrel*  but  in  this,  the  Inventing 
better  Medicines  than  thofe  in  common  Ufe, 
feems  to  be  equally,  if  not  more,  criminal* 
This  Argument  is  not  fo  popular,  nor  has  it  the 
Shew  of  confulting  the  Honour  of  Phyfick,  nor 
is  it  imploy’d,  for  not  divulging  and  laying  in 
efficacious  Medicines  to  the  common  Stock  of 
Phyfick  5  but  it  plainly  proves,  that  all  this  Ca¬ 
lumny  is  only  thrown  upon  the  beft  Phyfici¬ 
ans,  who  are  like  to  obftrudt  the  growing  Pride, 
and  flop  the  infatiable  Profit  of  a  private  Ca¬ 
bal.  The  People  are  often  deluded  into  a  Be¬ 
lief  of  the  Danger  of  new  Medicines,  communi¬ 
cated  to  Phyficians ;  or,  through  the  good  Opi¬ 
nion  they  favourably  entertain,  of  the  Vertue 
and  Honefly  of  their  Phyfician,  believe  the 
Medicines  do  not  anfwer  the  End  for  which 
they  are  recommended  5  but  their  Credulity 
muft  be  wonderfully  great,  if  they  can  be  per- 
fuaded  either  that  the  inventing  a  better  Me- 
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thod,  and  better  Medicines,  is  a  Fault,  or  that 
profefied  Oppofers  of  fuch  Difcoveries  are  their 
Friends :  And  it  would  be  next  to  a  Miracle, 
if  the  Inventors  of  Medicines,  who  are  finely 
the  Envy,  and  would  be  reprefented  as  the 
Contempt  of  the  Men  of  Defamation,  could 
be  given  up  by  the  People  for  doing  them  the 
greateft  Goqd.  Were  this  the  Confequence  of 
Inventing,  all  Men  muft  be  convinced,  that 
the  foie  Safety  of  the  bell:  Phyficians  confifts 
not  only  in  concealing  their  Medicines,  but 
their  Capacity  of  inventing  them ;  fince  they 
muft  be  hurt  by  their  Inventions,  and  for  their 
endeavouring  to  ferve  Mem 

The  Handle  for  the  prefent  Calumny,  is 
taken  from  the  Book  of  a  Gonorrhoea ,  nor  do 
I  fee  what  Purpofe  it  ferves,  but  to  take  off 
from  the  Efteem  the  World  has  every  where 
fhewn  for  it  The  Phyficians  have  long  been  de¬ 
prived  of  the  Pradice  of  that  Difeafe,  though 
whatever  can  be  found  good  is  their  Inventi¬ 
on  5  fo  that  they  were  not  the  Rivals  of  the 
Book,  or  of  any  Medicine  communicated  in 
it :  The  Mifreprefentation  then  is  purely  to 
keep  out  the  Phyficians  from  a  Pradice,  they 
lazily  fuffefd  themfelves  to  be  difpofiefied  of. 
Is  this  the  Honour  of  the  Faculty,  the  Hiftorian 
pretends  to  have  fo  much  at  Heart  >  Are  they 
the  Medici  whiles  &  honorati  ?  And  are  the 
People  now  ferved  by  this  Scandal,  or  the  Ser* 
vitores  ?  Did  Freind  affed  the  Knowledge  of 
Avenzoar ,  as  much  as  he  does  his  Phrafes,  we 
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never  could  have  heard  of  any  Scandal  for 
writing  the  beft  Book  on  the  Subjed,  or  fora 
Phyfician  communicating  a  better  and  a  newer 
Method  of  Cure  of  the  Dileaie,  or  of  any  of 
its  Symptoms.  But  Manus  manum  fricat  ,  to 
Day  Medicus  honor  atus,  to  Morrow  Servitor  1 
and  all  for  the  Common  Caufe. 


When  the  Dodrine  of  Difcuffing  and  Sup¬ 
purating  is  undertaken  to  be  explained,  an  ill 
Philofopher  is  not  an  ill  Detractor  j  for  though 
the  Operation  of  Difeufling  and  Suppurating 
Medicines  be  reprefented  as  contrary  Works* 
and  the  putting  Nature  upon  another ,  and  in¬ 
deed  a  quite  different  Effort ,  againft  all  good 
Senfe,  and  Experience  i  yet,  upon  this  (lender 
Philoiophy,  and  very  remotely  from  the  Pur- 
pofe,  mention  is  made  of  an  Ointment  made 
with  Turpentine  and  ffuickfilver ,  brought  in 
mod  unnaturally,  on  the  Pretence  of  Dif- 
cu fling,  in  order  to  aflign  over  the  Invention 
to  Falloppius ,  who  lived  near  Two  Hundred 
Years  ago  5  and  thus  the  real  Inventor  is  not 
only  deprived  of  that  Honour,  but  is  mifrepre- 
fented,  as  affuming.to  himfelf  another  Man’s 
Invention.  *  In  all  the  Compofitions  for  Dif 
cuffion ,  the  Mixture  of  glutinous  Things  feems 
not  to  contribute  to  their  Efficacy ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  reprefented  as  efiential  and 
necefiary  for  Suppuration  :  Then  we  are  told, 
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That  Mercurial  Ointments,  and  Plaijlers, which 
perhaps  would  fooner  anfwer  the  End  of  Dif 
cuffing,  if  the  Mercury  were  only  mixed  with 
a  little  Turpentine,  in  theJManner  you  know 
FALLOPPIUS  used* 

It  is  not  my  prefent  Dcfign  to  enquire  whe¬ 
ther  Turpentine  is  admitted  as  a  glutinous  Sub¬ 
fiance,  every  body  being  convinced  that  it  is  $ 
nor  fhall  I  enquire  whether  di  feu  fling  a  Shan- 
ker  be  the  moft  proper  Method  of  curing  it  5 
nor  whether  Falloppius  ever  employed  fuch  a 
Compofition  upon  a  Defign  of  Di  feu  fling, 
though,  I  think,  there  is  no  Doubt,  that  never 
any  Phyflcian  propofed  to  difeufs  a  Shanker 9 
nor  Falloppius  any  Sore  or  Tumour,  with  the 
mention’d  Ointment  j  fo  that  if  Mead  does 
vouch  for  his  Friend,  the  Scandal  is  hill  ob- 
feure,  and  fomething  more  than  Calumny 
fliould  affed  them  upon  clearing  up  this  Ac¬ 
count,  thus  drawn  in  by  Head  and  Shoulders. 

Now  to  give  fome  Light  into  this  Affair,  in- 
duftrioufly  kept  in  the  Dark  ;  for  it  does  not 
appear  why  Mercury  and  Turpentine  come  to 
be  fo  very  particularly  commended  5  we  mud 
know,  that  Falloppius ,  and  every  Surgeon  had 
not  any  Method  for  curing  Shankers ,  but  by 
Efcharotick ,  or  Eating,  Medicines  ;  till  at 
length,  this  excellent  Digeftive  and  incarnating 
Medicine  was  invented  :  So  that  the  Method 
of  Cure  was  no  longer  Painful,  Tedious?  or 
Uncertain  $  nor  was  it  attended  with  Mortifi- 
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cations :  Bat  every  Thing  proceeds  to  a  fpeedy 
and  fafe  Cure,  and  without  any  Pain,  by  the 
Ufe  of  the  forementioned  Ointment.  We 
muft  know  too,  that  this  Medicine  was  kept 
an  Arcanum  for  above  fixteen  Years  ;  but  not 
fo  much  a  Noftrum ,  that  it  was  not  imparted 
to  Dr.  Freind ,  and  other  Phyficians  5  and  it 
might  ftill  have  been  a  Secret,  if  one,  to  whom 
it  was  communicated,  had  not  fet  up  for  being 
the  Inventor  of  it.  Now  to  cutoff  all  Pretences 
from  this  pretended  Inventor,  the  Medicine 
was  publiffied  in  the  firft  Edition  of  the  Book  of 
the  Gonorrhoea .  It  is  very  remarkable,  that 
there  was  no  Scandal  thrown  upon  the  Secret 
Medicine,  but  its  greateft  Efficacy  was  admired  5 
yet  no  fooner  was  it  publiffi’d,  but  the  In¬ 
vention  was  affigned  to  Falloppius .  This  Re¬ 
port  was  again  quafhed  by  the  Defence  of  the 
Invention,  in  the  fecond  Edition  of  that  Book  $ 
nor  was  it  ever  mentioned,  till  we  now  have 
it  in  the  Hiftory  of  Phyfick. 

Neither  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Ointment  is 
called  in  Queftion,  nor  the  former  Defence 
objeded  to  $  but  the  old  Story  is  clandeftinely 
kept  up,  and  Mead  has  vouched  to  the  After- 
tion  of  the  Hiftorian.  The  World  fhall  judge 
of  the  Sufficiency  of  this  Proof.  One  Party 
affirms  and  vouches,  but  the  Inventor  calls  up¬ 
on  them  to  ffiew  in  what  Part  of  Falloppius ’s 
Work  this  Ointment  is  recommended,  for  the 
Cure  of  SJiankers  5  efpecially  that  the  Pre¬ 
scription,  formerly  alledged,  has  been  proved 
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neither  to  be  the  fame,  nor  to  be  any  way  fuf- 
ficient  for  that  Purpofe :  It  is  then  very  mani- 
feft,  that  it  is  the  Honour  and  Efteem,  that  na¬ 
turally  fliould  attend  the  inventing  new  Me¬ 
thods  and  better  Medicines,  that  provokes  the 
Envy  of  thefe  Phyficians,  far  more  than  the 
having  a  Noftrum . 

Freind  has  an  unlucky  Way  of  Reafoning  % 
he  never  perfuades,  but  we  are  left  to  believe  5 
and  his  great  Truft  is  in  the  Credulity  of  his 
Friends.  We  have  an  apt  Example  to  this 
Purpofe,  in  his  Argument  with  Mr.  Littre , 
about  the  State  of  an  Artery ,  in  the  Cafe  of 
an  Aneurifm :  He  differs  from  his  Adverfary, 
and  owns,  that  the  Account  he  gives  *  is  very 
minute  and  exaFt  5  yet  he  will  entertain  feme 
Scruples,  and  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  this 
Account,  he  confeffes  to  be  thus  minute  and 
exaft-  no  Reafon,  nor  Experience,  can  ever 
move  him  from  what  he  is  pleafea  to  alfert. 

The  Approbation  given  the  Book  of  the 
Gonorrhoea ,  not  only  by  the  neat  Edition  of  it 
at  Leyden ,  under  the  Direction  of  the  learned 
Profeffor  Boerhaave ,  who  calls  it  Berfe£tum 
Opus  5  but  the  feveral  Editions,  made  from  the 
former,  at  Naples ,  have  very  much  whetted 
the  Envy  of  the  Hiftory.  Indeed  the  Book 
has  been  every  where  well  received,  nor  has  the 
Malice  of  the  Cabal  been  able  to  fupprefs  it 
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h cte0  How  many  of  the  Credulous  do  be* 
lieve  that  there  is  never  a  Prefcription  in  it, 
and  but  One  Noftrum >  I  will  not  determine  t 
But  fuch  has  been  the  Report  from  the  Inven¬ 
tors  of  Scandal,  tho’  they  might  every  Day  be 
diiproved  by  opening  the  Book.  I  have  no 
Defign  to  record  the  many  Encomiums  on  the 
Performance  3  but  I  mult  leave  one  from  an 
Italian  Book,  for  the  Entertainment  of  Dr. 
Mead,  who  will  be  charmed  with  ir,  becaule 
of  the  Language  only.  In  a  Book,  about  a 
Carnofit/y  publiflied  laft  Year  at  Florence ,  we 
have  this  Account,  *  Abbiamo  di  quanto  ho 
detto  dal  dottiffimo  Guglielmo  Cockburn,  nel 
fuoTrattato  della  Gonorrea  ftampato  nel  1716 . 
un  Autore  vale  atteftato ,  e  quefte  fono  le  fue 
parole  alia,  pag.  38.  Animalis  prof  ell  0  oeco- 
nomia  nos  admonet,  ut  fiqua  Glandula  aut 
Ductus  excretorius ,  &c.  Which  PafTage  is 
excellently  explained  by  Benevoli ,  and  is  made 
the  Foundation  of  his  Inquiry  about  the  men¬ 
tioned  Difeafe. 

The  Turn  taken  in  the  Phylick  Hiftory,  in 
writing  of  the  Authors  of  the  Lues  Venerea , 
is  very  diverting  $  for,  according  to  Cuftom, 
there  is  a  great  Affedation  and  Shew  of  Learn¬ 
ing,  without  any  Reading,  and  with  iefs  Judg¬ 
ment  :  The  mad  Conceit  of  Infallibility,  and 
of  every  Body's  believing  him  an  Oracle, 
drives  him  into  great  Abfurdities.  Alexander 
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Tomitanus ,  and  Alexander  Trajanus  Petronhis 
are  acknowledged,  in  the  Book  of  the  Conor - 
rhoeay  to  have  been  the  firft  Phyficians  who 
diftingu  idled  the  Gonorrhoea ,  from  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  Lues  Venerea ,  and  to  have  con¬ 
trived  mod  of  the  Practices,  that  have  ever 
been  followed  fince  their  Time -9  tho’  before 
them,  for  forty  Years,  this  Difeafe  had  been 
fataliy  miftaken,  for  a  Symptom  of  the  Lues 
only  •  which  Error,  without  doubt,  occafion* 
ed  all  the  dire  Confequences  that  attended  fo 
unhappy  a  Practice.  Now  I  leave  it  to  the 
Credulous,  whether  in  a  Hiftory  of  the  Au¬ 
thors,  who  writ  in  the  beginning  of  the  Lues 
Venerea ,  the  mentioned  Phyficians  did  not  de® 
ferve  a  Place  >  Or  whether  they  duly  forfeit 
this  Right,  by  being  commended  in  the  Book 
of  a  Gonorrhea  ?  I  hope  our  Hiftorian,  and 
his  Vouchers,  will  not  be  long  Evidences,  ei¬ 
ther  againft  the  Works,  or  the  Reputation  of 
their  Adverfary. 

The  profound  Regard,  very  lately  profefs'd, 
for  Mojes ,  is  at  prefent  worn  off,  and  on  the 
fame  Account.  In  the  Book,  mention  is  made 
of  the  Running  JJJue  of  the  Flefb ,  from  Levi¬ 
ticus  ^  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Account  we  have 
of  a  Simple  Gonorrhoea ,  which  is  oppoled  to 
the  Virulent,  that  was  then  the  Subjed  of  In- 
quiry.  No  Body  ever  dreamt  of  Mofes  being 
a  Phyfician  5  but  he  is  a  Law  giver,  and  in 
that  Capacity,  declares  the  Time  a  Perfon 
with  this  Iffue  is  to  be  fequeftred,  and  in  what 

F  Manner 


[  34  ] 

Manner  he  is  to  be  purify  Jd ;  far  left  is  there 
any  Contagion  fuppoied  in  the  Text,  for  the 
cleanfing  from  this  natural  Impurity.  Were 
there  any  Contagion  in  this  I ffue,  both  Gonor¬ 
rheas  muft  be  confounded  in  One,  contrary  to 
all  Experience,  and  Scripture- hiftory.  So  little 
does  Fretnd  know  of  thefe  Matters,  after  the 
Hiftory  he  pretends  to  give  of  the  firft  Wri¬ 
ters,  that  he  fee  ms  to  entertain  two  abfurd 
Conceits ;  one  as  if  there  were  a  Gonorrhoea , 
in  Duration,  equal  to  the  menftrual  Flux  of 
Women  :  The  other,  that  a  virulent  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  may  be  without  impure  Coition .  This 
being  neither  fupported  from  Leviticusy  nor 
by  any  Phyftck-hiftory,  or  Experience,  is  a 
perfedt  Eftay  of  his  pretended  Infallibility,  and 
as  fuch  I  recommend  it  to  thofc,  who  believe 
him  againft  Senfe  and  Reafon. 

The  laft  Piece  of  Calumny,  that  I  fhall  ex¬ 
mine,  is  againft  the  Solution  of  a  Problem  ; 
whereby  the  Dofcs  of  purging  and  vomiting 
Medicines  are  determined,  in  all  Ages  of  a 
Man,  for  every  Conftitution,  and  every  Change 
of  Conftitution,  that  can  happen  to  Mankind : 
Indeed,  this  Attempt  is  fo  monftrous  and  gigan- 
tick,  and  his  Batteries  againft  the  Solution  are 
fo  fcandalouily  mean,  and  abfurd,  that  it  ought 
to  be  the  laft  Thing  that  any  Man,  inhisSenfes, 
fhould  ever  difpute  with  an  Author,  altoge¬ 
ther  abounding  with  Scandal,  and  Defamation. 
Such  unfair  Dealing  is  a  Demonftration,  that 
the  Hiftorian  has  no  Concern  for  the  Reputa¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  nor  for  the  Lives  of  Men,  Here,  the 
Honour  of  Phylick  does  not  call  on  him,  up¬ 
on  the  lead  Pretence,  againft  a  Noftrum ,  and 
Quacks  5  but  it  is  advancing  its  Honour  to 
the  greateft  Height,  that  is  the  prefent  Provo¬ 
cation, 

Nothing  ought  to  gain  the  Favour  of  Men 
more  than  this  Difcovery,  which  render’d  the 
Adminiftration  of  purging  and  vomiting  Medi¬ 
cines  abfolutely  fafe,  and  guarded  the  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  Phyficiansj  who,  while  they  had  nor 
any  Rule  or  Method  for  doling  them,  often 
ordered  them,  to  the  manifeft  Danger,  and 
Ruin  of  the  Perfon  that  took  them,  and  they  as 
manifeftly  and  certainly  affe&ed  the  Judgment  of 
the  Prefcriber.  Who  can  better  affirm,  in  their 
extenfive  Practice,  the  Surprizes  made  on 
Nature  (as  their  Phrafe  is  of  the  Sweating-lick- 
nefs)  by  Purging  and  Vomiting,  and  the  Num¬ 
bers  of  Lives  loft  by  them  in  a  very  few  Hours* 

We  muft  own,  that  the  taking  off  the  Dan¬ 
ger  in  adminiftring  Medicines,  of  fo  common 
Ufe,  and  confequently  fo  very  neceffary,  gave 
Satisfaction  to  every  good  Man  5  and  the  real 
difcuffing  of  the  Difficulty,  as  well  as  the 
certain  Method  propofed  for  doing  it,  had  the 
Approbation  of  Perfons  of  known  Integrity, 
$nd  of  the  belt  Judgment.  The  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  in  Paris  deftred,  in  a  Body,  that 
this  ufefui  Problem  might  be  communica¬ 
ted,  before/  the  Time  appointed  5  and  Sir 
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Jfaac  Newton,  allowed  the  Problem  to  be 
truly  folved.  I  was  prelent,  afterwards,  at 
reading  the  Tables  of  Dofes,  when,  contrary 
to  the  Willies  and  Expectation  of  fome,  Pro*, 
feflor  Halley,  who  read  them,  freely  declared, 
that  he  had  hitherto  look’d  upon  Fhyfick  as  a 
moft  precarious  and  conjectural  Science  $  but 
that  here  (in  the  Tables')  was  Demonftration. 

Here  indeed  is  the  Quarrel ;  for  fhould  the 
Fame  of  focli  Difcoveries  be  fpread  about  in 
London,  the  profit  they  purpofe  to  make  in 
the  PraClice  of  Fhyfick  muft  fufFer,  in  the 
Opinion  of  thefe  Phyficians.  All  other 
Phyficians,  whether  they  confider  Men  or  nor, 
would  be  fo  juft  to  themfelves,  as  to  chufe  to 
adminifter  a  Vomit  fafely,  rather  than  boldly 
to  blame  the  Weaknds  of  the  Blood- Veflels 
of  the  Brain,  for  not  refilling  the  violent  Ope¬ 
ration  $  or  when  that  Part  is  opened,  and  pleads 
Innocence,  the  Fault  is  turned  upon  the  Neg¬ 
ligence  of  an  Apothecary  :  An  impudent  Ex- 
cufe,  but  what  nothing  can  receive  befides  the 
greateft  Folly  5  nor  any  thing  vindicate,  but  In¬ 
humanity  itfelf.  Can  two  Perfons  in  the  fame 
Houle  die  of  a  Purging  Dofe,  the  one  of  Six 
Years  of  Age,  and  the  other  of  One  >  And 
call  the  Perfbn  who  adminiftred  it  fatisfy  him- 
felf,  and  far  lefs  hope  to  fatisfy  others,  by 
charging  the  fatal  Confequence  upon  their 
taking  the  Dofes  not  allotted  them  ?  For  what¬ 
ever  might  happen  to  the  youngeft  by  the  larger 
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Dofe,  yet  the  Child  of  fix  could  not  be  over¬ 
purged  with  the  due  Dofe  of  the  younger. 

If  thefe  Surprizes  are  often  made  upon  Na¬ 
ture,  by  her  Servants  of  the  Faculty,  can  there 
any  juft  Reproach  lie  againft  them,  that  pro¬ 
vide  for  her  Safety  ?  However  5  as  Knowledge, 
and  Well-doing  is  the  prefent  Obje&ion,  I 
fhall  produce  the  Weapons  drawn  againft  the 
Performance,  and  they  are  nothing  more  than 
an  Expreffion  of  Avenzoar,  perverted  by  the 
Hiftorian  5  but  which  could  not  be  of  any 
Weight,  if  they  were  truly  reported.  But  to 
prevent  a  needlefs  Repetition,  I  fhall,  at  pre¬ 
fent,  only  obferve  the  Impertinency  of  the 
Quotation,  as  itftands  in  the  Phyfick-Hiftory  5 
being  hereafter  to  tranicribe  it  at  length,  when 
the  Forgery  of  the  Paflage  is  confidered.  It  is 
pretended  to  be  very  vain  and  ufelels  to  * 
fquare  a  Purge  /S  exactly  to  the  Conflitution  of 
the  Patient ,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Humour 
to  be  difeharged  3  for  fuch  Speculations  contri¬ 
bute  very  little  to  form  a  Judgment  about  any 
right  Method  of  Cure .  Now  what  can  be 
more  impertinent,  than  to  imagine  that  the 
proper  Occafion  of  a  Purge  fhould  flow,  mere¬ 
ly  from  knowing  its  common  Dofe,  or  by  find¬ 
ing  its  proportional  Quantity  or  Quality  ?  On 
the  other  Hand,  could  this  pretended  Judgment 
be  formed,  without  having  a  Method  of  Doles; 
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we  might  know  that  the  Sick  want  to  be 
purged*  though  fuch  a  Dofe  might  be  given, 
that  may  prove  more  fatal  than  the  Difeafe :  But 
it  is  very  certain,  that  he  muft  beft  know,  when 
a  purging  Medicine  is  moft  wanted,  who  can 
Dofe  it  beft  5  fo  that  this  Argument  of  our  Hi- 
ftorian  is  vaftly  ridiculous,  and  is  nothing  the 
Meaning  of  his  Author, 

We  find  him  here  at  Childrens  Play,  and 
to  divert  his  Reader  from  feeing  for  whom  he 
means  the  Blow  that  is  given,  tells  us,  That 
Avenzoar  had  Alkindus  in  his  Eye:  But, 
as  Alkindus’s  Defign  is  not  the  Propofition 
Avenzoar  is  faid  to  defpife  j  we  may  be  very 
fure  who  was  in  Freind's  Eye,  and  whom  he 
intended  to  calumniate,  with  reprefenting  the 
Froblem ,  and  its  Solution ,  fanciful. 

As  there  is  great  Strefs  laid  on  the  Succefs 
of  this  Calumny,  fo  we  find  it  mightily  la¬ 
boured  and  prepared  for  his  Admirers  receiving 
it.  1  fliall  only  remark  curforily  upon  thefe 
Paflages,  and  I  fliall  hereafter  tranfcribe  the 
Whole  Chapter  of  Avenzoar ;  that  we  may 
be  apprized  of  the  Hiftorian's  Faithfulnels  in  re* 
prefenting  this  Piece  of  Hiftory;  for  thereby 
we  fliall  know  both  Avenzoar,  and  his 
Hiftoriam 

We  are  allured  that  Averrhoes  thought  Aven* 
zoar  a  Glorious ,  and  an  Admirable  Perfon, 
and  that  he  was  the  Treafure  of  all  Know¬ 
ledge, 
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ledge ,  as  well  as  the  Supreme  in  Phyfick  from 
Galen3 sTime  down  to  his  own.  Freind  thinks 
thefe  Characters  fo  much  his  due,  that  we  can 
do  no  Iefs  than  to  take  his  Word  for  what  he 
has  now  declared,  or,  at  lead:,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  declared;  yet,  if  we  may  believe  Freind 
a  little  further,  the  Teftimony  of  Averrhoes  is 
not  of  any  Value;  *  For  he  was  no  great 
Fraffiitioner,  and,  confequently,  was  not  a 
competent  Judge :  Thus  much  for  the  glorious 
Titles  that  were  to  prepare  us  for  receiving 
Oracles  5  but  from  whom  >  not  from  Aven- 
zoar ,  for  we  fhall  quickly  find,  that  he  was 
an  E mpiricks  or,  in  the  foft  Language  of  the 
Hiftory,  that  he  was  a  Quack*  Now  this  lad 
Appellation  is  too  hard,  and  unworthy  of  an 
honed  Empirick ;  though  his  low  Opinion 
againft  rational  Phyfick  is  too  well  known  to 
have  any  EfFeCt  to  its  Prejudice,  unlefs  it  was 
back'd  with  a  better  Reafon  :  So  much  for  the 
perverting  the  Judgment  of  Readers,  by  fhining 
Characters. 

The  next  Endeavour  to  beg  a  favourable 
Hearing,  is  by  alledging  the  Piety  of  the  Muf- 
fulmany  when  he  is  reprefented  to  make  Ex¬ 
perience,  that  which  will  acquit  and  condemn 
him ,  and  every  Phyfician,  both  in  this  Life  and 
the  next .  I  hope  our  Hiftorian  will  give  us 
the  Meaning  of  thefe  fine  Words :  1  know 
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that  Avenzoar  does  not  fpeale  fo  $  though  I 
find  his  Hiftorian  does  fo  labour  the  having  Bu- 
finefs,  as  if  his  Salvation  depended  on  that  alone  # 
for  this  is  the  Meaning  of  Experience  in  the 
next  Fidion  for  the  Arabian  5  that  the  Art  of 
Curing  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  longUfe :  Who- 
ever  remembers  what  I  formerly  faid,  of  the 
Empirick  Sed,  will  eajfily  perceive  what 
zoar  urges  and  prefles  when  he  talks  of  Expe¬ 
rience,  and  would  deprefs  the  Ufe  of  Reafon , 
and  Philofophy ,  in  Phyfick:  This  will  imme¬ 
diately  be  made  appear,  while  the  confcientious 
Sincerity,  an  Article  which  equals  all  Religi¬ 
ons,  and  fets  Chrift  and  Mahomet  upon  the 
fame  Foot,  (according  to  fome  eminent  Di¬ 
vines)  muft  vanifh  into  downright  Hypocrify* 
Freind  has,  in  this  Forgery,  laid  in  a  Claim 
for  himfelf,  by  adding  Judgment  to  Experi¬ 
ence  5  but  this  Addition  is  very  ridiculous,  for 
what  has  Judgment  to  do  with  Experience ,  the 
former  being  efteemed  ufelefs  by  the  Sed  of 
Empiricks :  This  Canting,  then,  about  Acquit¬ 
ting  and  Condemning,  is  vaftly  w7ide  of  the 
Purpofe* 

Let  us  hear  Avenzoar  in  his  own  plain  and 
fimple  Account,  diverted  of  all  the  Trappings 
of  Artifice  ;  and  there  we  fhall  find,  that  all 
his  Pretences  are  againft  Reafoning  in  Phyfick 
in  general,  and  that  all  this  Artifice,  and  Pre¬ 
paration  of  our  Hiftorian,  is  only  to  impofe 
upon  his  Reader, 


Avenzoar , 
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Avenzoar ,  in  the  Chapter  quoted  in  the 
Hiftory,  treats  of  an  Impofthume  in  the  Neck, 
(by  Freindy  of  a  Tumour)  and  tells  us,  after 
the  Manner  of  the  Empiricksy  That  “  it  is  a 
<c  Diftemper  of  the  Skin,  which  may  be  occa* 
c£  iion'd  by  various  Humours,  but  that  we 
cc  ought  to  be  very  cautious,  becaule  the  Dif- 
ci  eafe  is  very  brief  and  acute,  yet  we  mud 
<€  Bleed  immediately,  though  we  (hould  have 
<c  fome  Doubts  of  the  Sick  Perfons  bearing  it. 

€C  If  the  Patient  is  of  a  weakly  Conftitution, 

<c  great  Care  mud  be  taken  of  the  Quantity  of 
“  Blood  that  is  to  be  let ;  though  a  greater 
tc  Quantity  may  be  let,  if  he  is  ftrong  :  Then 
cc  you  mud  purge  off  the  predominant  Hu- 
€C  mour  with  the  Medicine  adapted  to  it.  Af- 
“  terwards,  anoint  the  Part  with  warm  Oil 
“  of  Rofesy  or  with  Oil  of  Rofes  mix’d  with 
“  Oil  of  Lillies ,  with  fefjarnm  Oyl,  or  with 
tc  Oil  of  Althacoeriy  which  ever  of  them  is 
u  readied  at  Hand  ;  for  we  need  not  be  folli- 
u  citous  about  the  Difference  that  may  be 
“  among  them.  Be  affured ,  that  the  Medi - 
€C  cinal  Art  is  never praififed perfectly  by  an y  oney 
“  but  after  long  Ufey  (no  mention  here  made 
<c  of  Judgment)  and  a  long  Experience:  By  no 
tc  means  by  the  Help  of  Bhilofophyy  Logical 
“  Reafoningy  or  Sophifms :  Infomuchy  that 
“  (hould  any  one  Reafon  fubtly  about  laxative 
“  Medicines,  in  order  to  find  the  Proportional 
“  Quantity  the  Diftemper ,  and  the  Quantity 
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e(  of  the  Humour  or  Humours  may  require ,  and 
<c  that  they  may  not  exceed  or  be  wanting  to  the 
“  great  eft  Exatdnefs ,  the  Mind  of  that  Fhyfidan 
“  may  be  fo  confounded ,  by  fuch  an  Enquiry , 
“  that  it  will  occafion  great  Delay,  and  the 
“  Opportunity  of  Curing  the  Sick  may  be  loft 
thereby . 

This  is  a  faithful  Tranflation  of  the  whole 
Chapter  of  Avenzoar ,  and  by  it  we  may  be 
iufficiently  convinced,  that  the  great  Defign  of 
that  x\uthor,  in  the  Palfage  before  us,  is  only 
to  give  us  his  Opinion  about  Reafoning  in 
Phyfick,  which  he,  like  others  of  the  Em  pi- 
rick  Seft,  allures  us  is  not  of  any  ufe,  but 
may  likewife  be  hurtful,  by  lofing  Time,  and 
the  precious  Opportunity  of  faving  Life. 

We  mud  believe,  that  this  is  not  only  the 
Senfe  and  Meaning  of  Avenzoar ,  but  that 
Dr.  Fremd  thinks  it  fo  likewife,  otherwile  he 
had  not  taken  fo  great  Care  to  mifreprefent  it. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  bed,  if  not  the 
only  Handle,  in  all  his  Reading,  from  which 
he  could,  with  any  Appearance,  draw  forth 
Scandal,  againft  the  Solution,  a  Performance 
he  fo  much  hates:  But,  that  this  Artifice  may 
appear,  1  lhall  add  this  Tranflation  alfo.  For 
Example  {Avenzoar  $  Words  are  in  the  Latin 
Tranflation  from  the  Arabtck ,  Ex  eo  quod) 
If  any  one  take  it  into  his  Head  to  refine ,  and 
nicely  dftinguifh  about  laxative  Medic  me  s,  and 
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pretend  to  find  out  the  proportional  Quantity 
and  Quality  of  any  ‘Purge,  fo  as  to  fquare  it  ex¬ 
actly  to  the  Confiitution  of  the  Ferfon ,  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Humours  to  be  difchargd ,  and 
calculate  it  fo  as  not  to  be  even  a  Hair  under 
or  over ;  fucb  Speculations,  in  his  Opinion,  con - 
tribute  very  little  to  form  a  Judgment  about 
any  right  Method  of  Cure. 

Now,  without  any  fcrupulous  Obfervations 
on  this  Corruption,  it  is  manifeft  what  Aven - 
zoar  would  perfuade  his  Reader,  that,  viz,. 
the  Medicinal  Art,  or  Phyfick,  is  beft  praflis’d 
upon  Experience,  by  no  means  with  any  Help 
taken  from  Logick,  or  Philofopjhy.  What  is, 
afterwards,  added,  is  to  fhew  the  Vanity,  Folly, 
and  the  dangerous  Negleft,  which,  in  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  this  Empirick,  necdlarily  attend  all 
fuch  Speculations.  When  we  confsder  this, 
we  find,  the  leading  [For  Example ]  of  Freind \ 
the  fquaring  a  Purge  exactly  to  the  Confuta¬ 
tion  of  the  Patient,  draw  Avenzcafs  Words  to 
fquint  more  on  his  hated  Solution  5  but  then 
his  Meaning  is  loft,  his  Words  are  perverted, 
and  the  whole  Scheme  is  a  grofs  Impofition: 
Indeed,  the  Sentence  concludes  ftronger  than 
we  find  in  the  Arabian  for  he  fancies,  that 
thofe  Fhilofophers  to  be  fo  bufy,  at  a  Sick¬ 
bed,  upon  the  nice  Speculations  he  condemns, 
that  they  thereby  let  flip  the  Opportunity  of 
curing  their  Sick,  which  is  a  ftrange  Suppofi- 
tion;  However,  Freind ,  skilful  in  allluch  I m- 
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provemcnts,  tells  us,  That  fuch  Speculations 
contribute  very  little  to  form  a  Judgment  about 
any  right  Method  of  Cure. 

I  think  Avenzoar  has  now  done  his  own 
Bufinefs,  and  our  Hiftorian’s too.  The  former 
is  plainly  an  Empiric k  profefledly,  as  every 
Phyfician  took  him  to  be  5  a  Sect  I  cannot 
commend,  nor  will  1  condemn:  The  laft  is 
his  profefs’d  Corrupter,  on  a  bale  View,  to 
find  Slander  on  an  excellent  Work:  But,  if 
the  fliining  and  glorious  Titles  of  Avenzoar 
had  made  Profelytes  of  Mead ,  and  Freindy 
(and  I  dare  believe  they  are  his  principal  Con¬ 
verts)  and  if  from  this  Time  they  commence 
Empiric ks ;  how  then  has  Phyfick  been  at  a 
ft  and  for  thefte  two  or  three  Thoufand  Tears  1 
and  if  Philofophy  is  altogether  ufelefs,  and  that 
Experience  can  only  be  depended  on,  what  is 
become  of  the  Authority  of  Hippocrates ,  who 
complains  of  the  Fallacwufnefs  of  Experience  i 
Or  *  how  do  Mathematicians  talk  fo  inteUigu 
bly\  and  comprehenftbly ,  even  about  abftrufe 
Matters ,  (of  no  Account  with  the  glorious 
Avenzoar)  when  all  Philofophy  confounds  Phy- 
ficians  with  its  Speculations.  Can  ever  Ala- 
t hematic al  Learning  be  the  difiinguijhing  Mark 
of  a  Phyfician  from  a  Quack  ?  or  can  he  that 
is  without  this  neceffary  Qualification  be  as 
ridiculous  as  one  without  Greek  or  Latin,  when 


*  Mead's  Preface  to  his  Book  of  Poifons* 
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we  may  be  afifured,  that  Phyficians  only  per¬ 
fectly  practis’d  after  long  Ufe,  and  a  long  Ex¬ 
perience,  without  any  Affiftance  from  Philo- 
fophy,  or  any  Logical  Reafoning.  Thus  we 
find  all  the  former  high  Pretences  to  Geometry , 
Numbers ,  and  Mathematical  Learning, ,  were 
Lures  only,  mere  Shew,  for  bringing  in  the 
credulous  People  ;  not  that  they  ferve  to  any 
good  Purpofe  themfelves*  but  that  they  begot 
Admiration,  and  the  Name  of  great  Philofo- 
phers  to  thefe  Pretenders  to  Knowledge.  At 
prefent,  perhaps,  the  Demonftration  of  the 
Problem  about  purging  Medicines  has  moved 
their  Gail,  to  lbme  great  Excefs,  and  makes 
them  herd  among  the  Empiricks ,  they  very 
much  contemned.  *  The  very  Perfon  too 
who  vowed  Obedience  to  Sir  Ifaac  Newton , 
and  profefied  himfelf  a  Difciple,  is  fhamefully 
turned  afide  $  and,  in  all  Appearance,  for  his 
having  fupported  the  Reality,  and  Goodnefs  of 
the  Demonftration. 

It  mutt  be  confefied,  that  the  Hiftory  denies 
Avenzoar  to  have  been  an  Empirick ,  tho’  it 
be  granted,  that  he  is  reckon’d  fo  by  the  Ge¬ 
nerality  of  Writers. 

Surely  never  did  any  Man  pretend  fo  much 
to  Infallibility  as  Freindj  with  his  Mouth  full 
of  Contradictions :  But  we  know  how  far  we 
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arc  to  believe  him,  efpecially  when  he  affirms, 
not  only  againft  the  Generality,  but  againft: 
every  Author.  The  Reafon  for  this  Oppofi- 
tion,  to  the  Senfe  and  Opinion  of  all  Phy- 
ficians,  is  bold,  and  up  to  his  common  Cu- 
ftom  5  even,  that  it  is  natural  to  fufpeEl ,  that 
thefe  Writers  had  never  read  further  than  his 
"Preface,  which  indeed  does  contain  a  Collection 
of  Receipts  ufed  by  Himfelf,  and  Others . 
This  his  credulous  Admirers  muft  admit  to  be 
a  mod  natural,  and  a  mod  modefl  Sufpicion  ; 
that  no  Man,  not  fo  much  as  the  Authors  who 
tranflated  him  from  the  Arabian  into  Latin, 
and  afterwards  published  the  Works,  ever  read 
more  of  them  than  the  Preface.  Rifum  tene - 
atis  Amici  !  None  of  Avenzoars  Admirers 
ever  read  him  !  No  Body  befides  Dr.  Ereind 
himfelf  !  Tis  true  the  Preface  confifts  of  Rules 
for  prefer ving  Health,  and  has  more  Receipts, 
than  we  find  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Book  ; 
but  we  need  not  go  further  than  the  Chapter 
we  lately  have  in  Engltjjo,  to  fee  that  he  was 
an  Empirick  ;  if  we  had  not  the  Current  Te- 
ftimony  of  all  other  Writers  to  that  Effed* 
Freind  has  contra&ed  a  Friend  Blip  with  Stran¬ 
gers,  but  to  ferve  an  extraordinary  Defign,  and 
yet  he  does  not  like  their  Company,  was  it 
not  for  the  Service  he  wants  at  this  Time. 

\  •  *  »  * 

The  next  Reafon  for  Avenzoars  not  being 

an  Empirick ,  is  becaufe  he  was  bred  in  aPhy- 
lical  Family.  His  Father,  and  Grandfather, 
were  Phyficians  $  fo  were  they  Empnricks. 
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Bat  a  Man’s  being  born  of  a  Phyfician,  no 
more  makes  him  One,  than  his  being  born  of 
a  Tub-preacher .  We  find  how  dangerous  it  is 
to  keep  ill  Company  5  for  the  Hiftorian  has 
loft  his  Reafon,  after  keeping  Company  with 
Empiricks  5  tho*  he  never  was  more  than  a 
Themifonian .  Avenzoar ,  after  all  this  Shew 
of  Argument,  carry’d  about  him  the  Charade- 
riftick  of  an  Empirick  5  for  He  depended  whol¬ 
ly  upon  Experience ,  exclufive  ol  all  manner 
of  Reafoning,  in  his  Pradice  5  and  Celfusy 
having  mentioned  the  Rational  Phyficians, 
who  had  improved  the  Pradice  of  Phyfick, 
adds.  That  after  them,  was  Serapiqn,  who 
was  the  firft  that  affirmed ,  that  Fhilofophy 
and  Reafoning  did  not  belong  to  Phyfick ,  and 
placed  it  altogether  in  FraTtice  and  Expe¬ 
rience  — - and  from  this  their  Profefjwn 

they  were  called  Empiricks. 

Now,  however  the  Truth  of  Avenzoar* s 
being  an  Empiricky  may  concern  the  Hiftory, 
or  its  Author ;  it  by  no  Means  afFeds  the 
Caufe  for  which  He  was  brought  to  vouch. 
Though  I  challenge  Freind  to  make  more 
of  him,  than  every  Phyfician  has  already  done  y 
who  had  nothing  but  the  Truth  in  their  Vitw. 
I  fhould  in  the  next  Place,  make  fome  Apo¬ 
logy,  for  my  being  thus  prolix  in  anfwering  a 
Heap  of  Caiumny,  that  has  not  the  leaft  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Argument  to  fupport  it  •  but  as 
the  Slander  is  offer’d  to,  he  thinks,  a  Credulous 
World,  and  that  under  a  Mask  of  Learning  ; 
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the  Honour  and  Reputation  of  ever  Phyfician, 
more  particularly  of  fome  few,  were  necef- 
farily  to  be  defended  againft  a  Flood  of  Defama¬ 
tion,  and  Impudence,  advanced  in  Oppofition 
to  all  Truth  and  Learning.  Had  Avenzoar 
ever  dreamt  of  the  Problem  of  purging  Me¬ 
dicines,  and  had  he  thought  a  Problem  of  this 
kind  could  not  be  folved  ;  this  had  been  no 
great  Wonder,  nor  the  Solution  not  the  more 
importable.  4  Doftor  Pitcairne ,  a  Phyfician 
equal  to  both  Avenzoar  and  Freind ,  thought 
fo  too }  but  he  never  pretended  to  form  any 
Obje&ions  againft  the  Solution,  as  he  was  well 
difpofed  to  do,  and  better  able  than  the  Hifto- 
rian  5  who,  we  may  reafonably  fufped,  knows 
nothing  of  it  at  this  Time.  The  Trick  play'd 
by  Alchindus  is  nothing  fo  ingenious  as  the 
Hiftory  of  King  Gelo  ;  the  former  is  a  mere 
Stalking-horfe  for  the  Difcharge  of  Calumny, 
to  carry  it  to  more  unerring  Execution  5  or  to 
fecure  his  Retreat,  if  the  poifon'd  Dart  does 
not  take  Place. 

The  Defign  of  Alchindus  is  ftill  unknown 
to  the  Hiftorian,  as  are  the  real  Defe&s  of  his 
Scheme,  about  reducing  the  dangerous  Ex¬ 
tremes  of  the  Qualities  of  Medicines  to  a  fafe 
Medium,  and  Equality,  by  the  manner  of  com¬ 
pounding  them.  The  Attempt  was  finely 
laudable,  but  it  never  could  be  put  in  Practice  $ 
becaufe  his  Phyfick- Principles  were  an  Hypo- 
thefis,  and  conjedural  j  yet  Alchindus^  and  old 
Hafy,  were  efteemed  by  their  Contemporaries 
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for  what  they  did  j  as  Mefue  might  have  taught 
our  Author  s  who  tells  us  that  *  He,  Mefue9 
intended  briefly  to  (he  w  in  this  Place,  to  what 
Meafure  and  Proportion  every  Medicine  is  to 
be  mix'd  with  any  other  $  fo  that  there 
may  refult  a  wholfome  Remedy  ;  taking  our 
View  from  their  Property  alone,  not  from 
their  Quantity  and  Quality ;  for  the  Books  of 
old  Halt,  and  of  Alchindus  teach  that  abun¬ 
dantly . 

It  is  then  very  manifeft,  that  the  Pretence 
of  Avenzoar  reflecting  on  Alchindus,  is  a  mere 
Abufe.  We  will  therefore  proceed,  and  prove 
that  the  Solution  of  the  Problem,  about  the 
Dofes  of  Vomiting  and  purging  Medicines* 
gives  us  true  and  ufeful  Knowledge  5  and  leads 
us  into  Pradices  plainly  fecuring  the  Lives  of 
Men,  to  the  great  Honour  of  Phyfick  and 
Phyficians.  For  as  the  Solution  confifls  of  the 
beft  Realbning  5  fo  it  lets  every  Phyfician,  who 
underftands  it,  in  the  Rational  Self ;  far  above 
the  Hopes  of  the  Empiricks.  It  inftruds  us* 
about  the  real  Difficulty  of  oblerving  the 
ilrange  EfFeds  and  Operations  of  a  Vomit,  and 
of  a  Purge  5  and  teaches  us  why  their  EfFeds 
arc  never  the  Subjed  of  Experience  alone* 
Confequently,  we  difcover  why  Experience  is 
fallacious ,  and  why  the  making  a  Judgment 
about  it,  is  difficult  $  fo  the  Solution  is  a  Re- 
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medy  to  the  juft  Complaint  ol  Hippocrates 9 
In  his  firft  Aphorifm .  Now  as  thefe  Difeove- 
ries  can  never  be  made  by  infinite  Experiments* 
lb  they  never  could  be  had  among  Empiricks  $ 
as  Jvenzoar  was  lately  complimented  for  his 
Experience  and  judgment,  two  admirable  Qua¬ 
lities  1  but  what  do  neither  belong  to  his  Sed, 
nor  to  his  Hiftorian.  In  effed,  we  are  taught* 
by  the  Solution,  the  proper  Office  both  of  Ex - 
perience  and  Reafon  in  Phyfick  5  which  lafb  is 
of  fo  great  Ufe,  in  the  Opinion  of  this  abufed 
Author,  that  *  he  thinks  human  Reafon  is  not 
of  greater  Ufe  in  any  Tart  of  human  Life* 
than  it  is  in  the  Practice  of  Thyfick . 

The  Solution  and  Tables  do  not  only  ex* 
plain  the  Difficulties  propofed  in  the  Problem  $ 
but  lay  open  the  real  Want  Phylick  labours 
under  in  refped  of  every  Medicine.  Has  Ex¬ 
perience,  after  many  Ages  of  Experiments  of 
Purging  and  Vomiting,  taught  us  fo  little,  that 
they  are  often  adminiflred  to  the  Hazard  of  Life, 
and  Reputation  >  What  muft  Men  think  of 
our  Knowledge  of  other  Medicines,  which 
have  nothing  fo  fenfible  and  obvious  Effeds, 
and  are  not  fo  frequently  given  ?  Jefuits - 
Powder  the  beft  Specifick,  in  Freind’s  Opinion, 
does  as  much  Hurt  by  mifapplying  it,  as  the 
Good  had  by  its  being  properly  adminiflred. 
It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  of  the  little  we  know. 
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our  Ignorance  about  Medicines,  is  by  far  the 
greateft. 

The  Sum  of  what  Phyficians  knew  of  Vo¬ 
miting  and  Purging  Medicines,  before  the  Pro¬ 
blem  was  folved,  was,  that  there  were  Medi¬ 
cines  of  fuch  an  Operation  $  Pome  ftronger, 
fame  weaker,  fome  more  violent  in  their  Ope¬ 
ration,  others  more  mild  and  gentle.  Expe¬ 
rience  had  taught  Men,  that  a  full  grown  Man 
took  fuch  a  Dofc,  as  killed  a  Child  5  that 
two  Men  of  full  Age  took  very  different  Do* 
fes  to  have  a  like  Effed  ;  and  that  the  fame 
Man  at  different  Times,  thos  he  did  not  labour 
under  a  vifible  Diftemper,  Was  unequally  purg¬ 
ed  by  a  Dofc,  that  formerly  wrought  kind¬ 
ly  and  well  with  him.  But  the  common  Do- 
fes  for  Children  of  different  Ages,  are  a!toge» 
ther  unknown  in  Books  of  Phyftck  5  and  this 
was  the  only  Length  Experience  had  brought 
us,  about  Medicines  of  the  molt  obvious  Ope» 
rations,  in  the  Space  of  above  Two  thoufand 
Years. 

Phyficians  talked,  in  general,  that  this  Dif¬ 
ference  of  Doles  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
different  Ages  of  Men,  to  their  various  Con- 
flitutions  and  the  infinite  Changes  in  them  5 
which  Account  lb  fwelfd  and  aggravated  thefe 
great  Difficulties,  that  they  defpair’d  of  ever 
furmounting  them-  Accordingly,  we  found 
Bodies  of  learned  Phyficians  worthily  confeffing 
thefe  Wants,  when  the  Problem  was  at  firft 
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offerd  to  be  (hived  ;  who,  without  doubt,  re¬ 
ceived  great  Pleafure  by  io  plain  and  fatisfaftory 
a  Solution.  Here  we  are  taught,  what  we  may 
properly  call  the  Temperament,  or  Confutation, 
of  a  Man,  and  how  to  find  it :  As  alfo  (which 
is  but  the  fame  Thing)  we  may  difeover  the 
different  natural  Confutations,  and  their  va¬ 
rious  Changes :  All  which  is  the  Off-fpring  of 
llcafoning  rightly. 

What  is  more  furprizing  5  we  find  better 
Experience,  and  Obfervation,  in  forming  the 
Tables,  than  we  can  meet  with  in  any  Book  of 
Phvfick.  The  Errors  in  the  Dofcs  of  Vomit- 

J  i 

ing  andfPurging  Medicines,  upon  pure  Experi¬ 
ence,  are  very  grofs,  and  very  many  5  fo  that 
we  may  rather  wonder,  that  fo  few  have  found 
their  Death  in  a  Dofc,  than  that  many  have 
perifhed  that  Way.  Authors  had  not  any  No¬ 
tion  of  the  mean  Dole  of  a  Purge,  taken  by 
one  Man  with  another  5  they  reckon’d  quite 
otherwife,  from,  viz.  its  low  Dofe  to  its  high  5 
and,  by  comparing  any  two  Purges,  the  high 
and  low  Dofes  of  them  were  in  no  manner 
proportionable :  Infomuch,  that  Phyficians,  in 
all  Countries,  computed  the  Dofes  of  Purging- 
Medicines  after  the  fame  Manner  5  which,  to 
common  Reafon,  is  very  abfurd  5  whereas,  we 
now  know,  that  the  common  Dofes  of  purg¬ 
ing  and  vomiting  Medicines  in  England, ,  Ger - 
many ,  France ,  and  Italy,  are  as  different  as 
the  Bulks ,  and  Confutations,  of  the  Men  in 
thefe  different  Countries?  in  their  belt  Health  5 
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befides  all  the  Variety  that  arifes  on  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  Sicknefs. 

Thus  the  ftrongeft  Objedion  of  Empiricks , 
againil  the  Rational  Phyficians,  is  obviated, 
and  diredly  anfwered.  Medicines,  lay  they, 
mujl  differ,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Country,  wherein  they  are  to  he  adminijlred  5 
and  one  Sort  is  wanted  in  Rome,  another  in 
^Egypt,  and  another  in  France.  But  it  is 
now  manifeft,  from  the  Solution,  how  this 
Difference  is  perceived,  and  how  we  may 
equally  prefcribe  to  it,  as  if  there  were  no 
Difference  in  the  mention’d  Countries. 

In  Effed  %  the  Perfedion  of  the  Dodrine  of 
Dofes  of  purging  and  vomiting  Medicines, 
is  fo  very  confpicuous,  that  none  of  the  Diffi¬ 
culties  about  the  fatal  and  exccffive  Operations 
of  thefe  Medicines,  but  may  be  read  upon 
the  Tables,  however  unavoidable  they  have 
fometimes  been  thought  to  be.  Should  any 
Phyfician  be  unacquainted  with  cither  the  Ta~ 
hies,  or  Solution,  he  will  ftili  be  fubjed  to  thefe 
deadly  Miftakes,  whatsoever  may  be  his  boaffi 
cd  Pretences  to  Judgment  and  Experience ;  for 
as  they  dired  his  Courfe  fafely  in  the  Pradice 
of  Purging,  fo  they  as  finely  deted  his  Er¬ 
rors  in  the  ill  Pradice  of  them.  Wc  may 
find,  why  a  Child  of  Six  Years  Old  is  vomited 
to  Death  by  Fifteen  Grains  of  Ipecacuanha , 
and  Six  Drachms  of  Oxyrnel  of  Squids ;  for,  by 
the  Tables,  rhe  Child  takes  double  the  com¬ 
mon 
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jiion  Dote  of  its  Age:  Bat,  if  the  Child  is  of 
that  natural  Conftitution,  that  is  the  moll  ea- 
fily  vomited,  in  that  Cafe,  the  Dofe  is  font 
times  what  it  ought  to  be  :  But  if  an  Additi- 
onal  Difpofition  to  vomit  arifes  from  any  pre- 
fent  Sicknefs,  the  vomiting  Draught  will  ope¬ 
rate  in  a  vaft  greater  Proportion.  Thus  is  the 
great  Ufe  of  the  Solution  made  appear,  and  I 
hope  that,  hereafter,  it  will  not  prove  a  Han¬ 
dle  to  Freind’s  greateft  Admirers  to  reflect  up¬ 
on,  and  calumniate  the  Phyfician,  who  has 
made  the  Difcovery  :  He,  by  all  this  falfifying 
of  Hiftory,  plainly  adds  to  the  Solution,  by  his 
Envy,  what  Pliny  tells  us  Zeuxes  writ  under 
his  famous  Piece  of  Penelope  and  the  JVreJl- 
ler ,  Invifurum  aliquem  facilius ,  quam  Imlta- 
ttinm . 

I  now  perfuade  my  felf,  that  every  Reader 
Is  fenfible  of  the  great  Abufes  offered  to  the 
World  in  the  Htftory  of  Phyfick  5  and,  if  he 
eonfiders  the  laft  Article,  about  Avenzoar ,  the 
great  Difpleafure  will  be  found  more  againftthe 
Author  of  the  Solution  of  the  Problem,  than 
2  gain  ft  the  Solution  itfelf  5  and  that,  if  the 
Hiftorian  had  a  real  Concern  for  Truth  and 
Thyficky  in  this  Refle&ion,  he  would  have 
treated  it  after  another  Manner,  and  we 
fhould  have  had  from  him  more  Argument, 
Reafoning,  and  Clearnefs,  and  lefs  Boafting, 
Declamation,  and  Railing.  The  corrupting 
Hiftory  for  mifreprefenting  an  Adverfary,  may 
hurt  his  Fame  with  a  few,  hut  the  Infamy  can 
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never  be  wip  d  off  from  the  Perfon,  who  is 
guilty  of  fo  great  a  Crime,  to  ferve  fo  vile  aa 
End,  as  that  of  Defamation* 

1  do  not  entertain  any  Doubt  of  my  having 
given  full  Satisfa&ion  about  the  right  Inventor 
of  the  Ointment 9  fo  well  eftcemed  by  Freind , 
and  that  it  does  not  owe  its  Compofition  to 
Falloppius :  The  former  indeed  freely  affigns 
this  Invention,  but  Falloppius  cannot  receive 
his  Compliment :  Thus  much,  however,  we 
may  learn,  that  formerly  there  was  no  Fault 
in  inventing  Medicines ,  and  that  it  is  only 
unpardonable  to  invent  any  in  the  prefent  Age. 
1  hope  the  People  are  not  pofTeffed  with  any 
fuch  Opinion  ;  for,  in  that  Cafe,  the  wifeft 
Courfe  Phyficians  could  take,  for  fecuring 
thcmfelves,  fhould  be,  either  not  to  invent  Me¬ 
dicines,  or  to  conceal  their  having  invented 
them.  The  firft  indeed  might  defervedly 
bring  Phyfick  under  the  juft  Contempt  of 
Mankind,  but  the  Prudence  of  Phyficians, 
in  preferving  thcmfelves  from  the  Calumny 
and  Envy  of  a  Party,  and  the  fuppofed  Weak- 
nefs  of  the  Populace,  fhould  be  highly  com¬ 
mendable. 

The  manifeft  Proofs  of  the  foregoing  Un¬ 
truths  in  the  Hiftory,  fufficiently  anfwer  the 
many  Allegations  that  are  found  in  it ;  befides, 
as  they  are  not  fupported  with  any  Proof,  the 
bare  Denial  of  them  is  enough  from  any  Per¬ 
fon,  intended  to  be  affected  by  them.  One 
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Thing  (till  remains  to  be  made  more  plain, 
which  the  Hiftorian,  with  feme  Induftry,  has 
perplex’d ;  more  efpecially,  that  the  Reputati¬ 
on  of  the  College  of  Fhyficiaos,  in  London , 
feems  to  be  very  particularly  affeded,  and 
leffened  by  the  Calumny.  The  popular  Turn 
given  about  Empiric ks ,  and  Secret  Medicines, 
was  not  defign'd  for  any  other  Furpofe,  but 
to  create  a  Jealoufy  of  every  Phyfician  ;  more 
efpecially  ot  fuch  as  are  known  to  have  a 
Secret  Medicine;  it  is  therefore  very  proper, 
that  fuch  plain,  true,  and  honeft  Notions  may 
be  given  of  this  Matter,  as  may  enable  the 
People  to  judge  for  themfelves,  and,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  fecure  themfelves  againft  fome 
Abufes  they  are  unavoidably  fubjed  to :  For, 
as  on  the  one  Hand,  a  Quack,  or  any  other 
defigning  Perfon,  may  delude  a  Man  with  a 
Secret  Medicine,  extoll’d  for  the  Cure  of  fome 
Difeafe  ;  fo,  on  the  other  Side,  the  Danger  is 
not  lefs  from  high  Promifcs,  and  pretended 
Learning;  but  is  rather  greater,  by  drawing 
the  credulous  Populace,  by  the  Lump,  into 
the  Snare,  who  are  thereby  fubjeded  to  every 
Abufe ;  while,  in  the  former  Cafe,  it  reaches 
to  fome  Particular  only.  A  Shew  of  Know¬ 
ledge,  Vertue,  Humility,  Religion ,  and  of  the 
| Judgment  in  another  Life,  artfully  manag’d, 
are  far  more  like  to  delude  good,  well-mean¬ 
ing  Men,  than  the  moft  pofitive  Afluranccs 
of  Health  from  a  Qtiack,  or  Mountebank  efpe- 
cially  :  for  every  body  is  naturally  diffident  of 
the  moft  pleafing  Promifcs  of  fuch  ignorant 
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Jmpoftors  $  whereas  few  are  able  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  fo  high  Pretences  to  Know - 
ledge ,  varnifhed  over  with  the  pleafmg  Colours 
of  Religion  and  Virtue  j  for  who  would  not 
willingly  believe  a  Perfon  they  thus  cfteem } 

But  all  this  Anxiety,  raifed  induftrioufly  a- 
mong  the  People  about  a  Nojlrum,  is  imper¬ 
tinent  ;  and  can  only  tend  to  their  Difquiet 
and  Uneafinefs,  or  merely  to  deftroy  the 
Character  of  a  Phyfician,  on  Occafions*  with 
his  Patient  :  Few  Medicines  are  known  to 
the  People  5  the  reft  are  Secrets.  Medicines 
then  are  commonly  taken,  upon  the  good 
Opinion  the  People  have  of  the  Perfon  who 
prefcribes  them  $  and  not  from  their  own 
Knowledge  of  them  5  which  Opinion  ought* 
in  Reafon,  to  be  grounded  on  a  Fame ?  and 
Good*  Name >  obtained  by  an  honourable  and 
fuccefsful  Practice.  Nothing  is  more  precious 
than  Life,  which  People  fhould  guard  with 
the  greateft  Caution  ;  and  as  nothing  is  more 
divine  than  to  give,  or  reftore  Life,  fo 
no  Chara&er,  befides  this,  fhould  recom¬ 
mend  a  Phyfician  5  without  confidering  by 
what  Medicine  that  is  compaffed.  And 
therefore  all  the  high  and  Canting  Ex- 
prefllons,  againft  a  Secret  Medicine,  are  fa 
many  Snares  only,  laid  to  catch  Credulous 
People,  Befides,  as  the  Knowledge  either 
of  the  Operation  of  Medicines,  or  of  the 
true  Circumftances  of  the  Difeafe,  when  any 
Medicine  exeells  another,  is  ftill  a  Secret  kept 
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from  Phyficians ;  fo  the  moft  ignorant  only 
pretend  to  this  complete,  and  more  perfect: 
Knowledge  of  Medicines  *  infomuch,  that  the 
learned  Phyficians,  who  think  fit  to  have  a 
lecret  Medicine,  will  at  any  Time  oblige  them** 
felves  to  anfwer  dire&ly  to  any  Queftion,  that 
can  be  put  to  them  about  their  Secret,  with¬ 
out  informing  the  boafting  Pretenders  about  it : 
So  little  do  they  know  in  Reality  about  Me¬ 
dicines.  This  Bugbear,  then,  of  Secrets , 
feems  rather  to  frighten  People  from  Phyficians 
that  have  a  Noftrum ,  into  the  difcretionary 
Management  of  a  Nothing- Man. 

As  the  learned  Phyfician,  who  has  a  Secret , 
chiefly  referves  it  for  his  doing  greater  Good  5  lb 
he  certainly  lays  himfelf  under  greater  Care 
thereby,  than  when  he  prefcribes  to  a  Shop : 
For  he  makes  himfelf  accountable,  both  for 
the  Efficacy,  and  the  true  Preparation  of  his 
Medicine  5  the  Blame  juftly  falling  upon  him¬ 
felf  only,  when  it  either  fails  of  Succefs,  or 
is  hurtful  in  its  Operation.  Whereas  we  fre¬ 
quently  find  the  Nothing-Men  mightily  help'd, 
in  the  Shop,  where  an  inconfiftent  Medicine 
is  duely  prepared  ;  and  when  the  greateft  Share 
of  its  Hurt  is  thrown  upon  the  Apothecary. 
On  this  Account,  it  is  no  wonder  that  Phy- 
fick,  and  Phyficians,  are  too  juftly  the  Con¬ 
tempt  of  their  Servants  ,•  nor  will  it  ever  be 
otherwife>  by  any  Power  that  can  be  veiled  in 
the  Faculty,  till  Prefcriptions  are  the  Offfpring 
of  Judgment,  and  formed  according  to  Art. 

Now 
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Now  as  the  People  may  rightly  diftinguifii 
between  a  true  ^Phyfician  (whatever  Degree  he 
may  hold  among  the  Rational  and  Empirick 
Sefts)  and  a  Quack>  who  has  neither  the  Ex¬ 
perience  of  Difeafes,  nor  of  Medicines,  and 
who  far  left  can  realon  about  them  ;  I  may 
conclude,  that  a  Secret  Medicine  is  not  really 
any  Handle  for,  or  an  Occafion  of,  abufing 
the  People  5  as  alfo,  that  the  People  are  as  little 
obnoxious  to  Impofition  from  the  Faculty,  as 
from  any  other  Set  of  Men ;  but,  efpecially, 
if  we  confider  that  Kings ,  and  Parliaments , 
have  particularly  guarded  the  Lives  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  againfl  any  Abufes,  that  may  arife  from 
the  Ignorance ,  or  from  the  Impojlure  of  Phy- 
ficians,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  VVifdom,  and 
Power ;  infomuch,  that  ignorant  Phyficians 
cannot  eafily  creep  into  the  College,  if  its 
Guardians  are  not  very  wanting,  or  the  Truft 
depofited  with  them  is  not  betrayed. 

No  Man  then  ought  to  fufped  fo  great  a 
Remifsnefs  in  the  whole  Body,  as  that  any, 
ib  much  unqualified,  can  poffibly  mix  in  that 
Society.  It  is  true,  this  Fence  of  a  College 
is  thrown  down  in  the  Hiftory  of  Phyfick  5  for 
if  any  Credit  were  to  be  given  to  what  we 
commonly  read  there,  no  Place  is  more  cor¬ 
rupt  than  this  Seat  of  Phyfick.  Presidents  and 
learned  Members7  like  other  learned  Phyficians, 
have  fecret  Medicines,  and  are  Quacks  *  in  the 
Judgment  of  the  Hiftorian.  Can  the  great 
Check  upon  Ignorance  and  Quackery,  be- 
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come  a  Nejt  of  Quacks,  and  Abridgers  of 
the  Materia  Medical  Where  Utah  the  Wit 
dom  of  the  Nation,  in  its  deepeft  Conful- 
tations  for  the  Honour  of  Phyfick,  and  the  Se¬ 
curity  of  the  Lives  of  the  People,  find  any 
Means  more  proper  for  that  End  than  a  Col¬ 
lege,  efpecially,  as  it  was  firft  eftabliflfd?  No 
Method  can  be  better  adapted  to  the  Purpofe, 
and  every  Man  muft  acknowledge,  that  it  has 
fully  anfwered  the  End,  tiil  within  half  a  Cen¬ 
tury,  that  Meafures  have  been  taken  to  ruin 
the  Defign,  by  advancing  the  great  Grievance, 
which  called  for  a  College ,  for  its  Redrefs.  In 
this  laft  Period,  Phyficians,  indeed,  have  had 
fewer  Secrets  5  but  then  they  have  wonderfully 
abridged  the  Stock  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Mate¬ 
ria  Medica,  proportionably,  at  the  fame  Time  : 
It  is  then  very  remarkable,  that  the  College  of 
phyficians,  and  Secret  Medicines,  have  the  fame 
common  Enemies. 

I  avoid  fearching  deeper  into  this  Affair  1 
there  is  enough  laid  to  apprize  every  Body  of 
the  Defign  of  this  Slander  about  Noftrums ,  or 
Secret  Medicines 5  I  fihall  further  only  obferve, 
that  the  great  Author  of  this  Calumny  has  a 
far  better  Opinion  of  the  Perfon  he  would 
thus  expofe,  than  either  he  would  imprefs  up¬ 
on  his  Readers,  or  that  Perfon  may  defervej 
for,  in  the  Hiftory,  an  Author  is  commended, 
becaufe,  in  the  Cure  of  Fluxes,  he  inveighs 
againft  a  Practice  the  Hiftorian  peremptorily  fol¬ 
lowed,  but  what,  it  feems,  h?  now  intends  to 

relinquish. 


[6i  ] 

relinquifh.  The  fame  Author,  on  the  other 
Hand,  Bands  correded  for  an  Error  very  com¬ 
mon  among  ali  other  Phyficiansj  into  which 
alfo  the  Friends  had  formerly  fallen:  Yet  both 
the  Praifes,  and  Correction,  are  drawn  from 
a  Work  of  the  Phyfigian  they  ftudy  to  mifrepre- 
fent  in  the  World. 

A  third  Author  is,  likewife,  honourably 
mention’d  for  his  great  Art  in  feparating  the 
conftant  and  permanent  Symptoms  of  a  Dif- 
eafe,  from  fuch  as  are  only  cafual  and  acciden¬ 
tal  ;  but,  as  this  Skill  is,  at  prefent,  very  An¬ 
gular  and  ufeful,  we  might  have  wiflfd  that 
one  Example  of  this  Knowledge  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Hiftory.  It  is  certain,  that  Freind 
^either  knows  the  Method,  nor  thePhyfician  he 
hints,  or  why  fhould  he  wonder  that  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  Difeales  are  in  great  Numbers ;  fince  the 
true  and  falfe  Symptoms  are  both  recited  toge¬ 
ther  in  Books  of  Phyfick  >  So  far  ought  a  learned 
Phyfician  be  from  being  furprized  at  this  Med¬ 
ley  of  Symptoms,  that  he  fhould  know  it  to 
be  unavoidable  among  Empiricks  ;  as  alfo,  that 
that  this  is  the  proper  Bufinefs  of  the  Ratio - 
nals ,  to  part  thefe  falfe  Phenomena  from  the 
real  which  they  accompany  :  But,  by  the  Sur¬ 
prize  of  the  Hiftorian,  it  is  very  manifeft,  that 
he  is  Bill  a  very  great  Stranger  to  the  Art  of 
feparating  Symptoms,  and  that  either  his  Ara¬ 
bian  Author  knew  as  little  of  this  Matter  as 
himfelf,  or  that  he  was  fp  dpll  as  not  to  un« 
derftand  his  Difcovery. 
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Doctor  Sydenham  thought  this  Knowledge, 
of  parting  the  conttant  Symptoms  of  Difeafes 
from  their  cafual  and  accidental,  fo  neceffary, 
and  ufeful,  that  Phyiick  could  never  be 
pra&is’d  with  any  meafure  of  Certainty  and 
Satisfadion,  till  Phyficians  had  attain’d  fome 
Degree  of  that  Art ;  yet  he  declared,  that  Phy- 
fick  ftill  labour’d  under  that  Want 

Freind ,  in  all  his  Shew  of  Knowledge,  has,, 
very  juflly,  as  high  an  Efteem  for  this  Art  of 
feparating  the  true  Symptoms  of  Difeafes  from 
the  falfe,  that  do  immediately  proceed  from 
it,  yet,  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Judge,  lie  affumes 
to  himfelf,  he  makes  over  the  Difcovery  to  an 
Arabian ,  and  that  fo  poorly,  that  he  himfelf 
does  not  know  what  his  Author  has  difeover’d  : 
It  was  fufficient  for  him  to  have  impofed  up¬ 
on  the  World,  and  to  have  perfuaded  them 
that  he  and  his  Author  had  the  Secret.  But 
from  this  Account,  nothing  is  more  obvious, 
than  the  different  Reprefentation  given  of  an 
Adverfary  by  Friend \  when  he  adopts  his  Opi¬ 
nions,  and  when  Envy  prompts  him  to  blacken 
and  miffeprefent  the  Phylkian.  In  the  Hifto- 
tv,  the  Empiricky  with  a  Noftrum ,  overturns 
the  favourite  Pra&ice  of  Opiates  and  A  firm - 
gentSy  yet,  he  is  represented  to  be  Mailer  only 
of  one  Receipt.  This  Empiricky  who  has  not 
the  Ufe  of  his  Reafon,  is  pilfer’d,  in  diflin- 
guifliing  the  true  Symptoms  of  Difeafes  from 
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the  falfc,  though  that  be  the  true  Eufinefs  of 
Reafon. 

This  Mifreprefentation  is  clandcftine,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  conceal’d  from  the  Obfervations  of 
Readers  5  but  the  Hiflorian  fhould  not  think 
that  Phyftcians  have  loft  their  Memory,  no 
more  than  their  Knowledge,  as  often  as  his  Oc- 
cafions  require  it.  If  all  Books  are  bad.  Doctor 
Freind’s,  in  his  own  Opinion,  are  not  j  yet,  in 
one  of  them,  the  Fhyjician  he  now  rcprefents 
as  an  Empirick ,  is,  very  defervcdly  of  him, 
acknowledg’d  to  be  among  the  firft  Rank  of 
the  Rationale .  Strange  Infolence  !  ftrange  Con¬ 
tempt  of  the  People !  ftrange  Opinion  of  their 
Credulity !  that  by  his  Fiat,  any  Man  is  chan¬ 
ged  from  being  Rational ,  to  become  Irratio¬ 
nal.  Freindy  in  his  Book  of  the  Menftrual 
Flux,  commends  his  prefent  Adverfary  for  a 
Difcovery  in  one  Article  of  that  Enquiry;  and, 
befides,  allures  his  Readers,  that  he  was  moil 
knowing  in  the  Animal  Oeconomy ,  which  is 
the  Rationale  of  Anatomy ,  fo  much  wanted 
in  the  Hiftory,  and  is  truly  the  Bafts  of  the 
rational  Phyfick.  But  as  no  Man  can  believe  any 
Author  fo  vain,  and  fo  infolent,  as  to  preterui 
to  make  and  unmake  Phyftcians;  thefeare  his 
Words :  *  It  will  be  very  proper  to  invefiu 
gatey  in  this  Place ,  the  O  kigine  of  the  Ful¬ 
ness,  and  to  (hew  the  Caufes ,  why  the  Men - 
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ftriidt  Flux  does  not  begin  before  the  Second 
Seven  Tears ,  nor  does  not  laft  after  the  Seventh 
Seven  5  cujus  ret  rationem  primus  tradidit  Vir 
in  Oeconomia  Animali  fcientiffimus ,  Cock- 
burnus.  Now,  as  this  looks  more  like  Frenzy 
than  Malice,  I  hope  the  mod  credulous  of  his 
Admirers  will  not  lift  with  a  Perfon  under  any 
of  thefe  Denominations. 

The  Difcoveries  at  prefcnt  calumniated, 
with  an  Appearance  of  Learning  and  Virtue, 
were  the  Envy  of  fome  Phyficians,  long  be¬ 
fore  Dr.  Freind  kept  ill  Company  5  but  then 
the  Calumny  was  left  to  Officers ,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  a  Chief  5  who,  in  length  of  Time, 
were  difcovered,  and  their  Slander  loft  its 
Efficacy  and  Power  5  while,  by  a  long  and 
conftant  Courfe  of  doing  well,  the  injured 
Perfon  wore  out  the  Dirt  that  had  been  thrown 
upon  him.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Diligence  of  the  Officers  equalled  the  Ma¬ 
lice  of  their  Matters  5  for  they  never  failed,  not 
only  to  afperfe  their  Enemy,  but  fome  of  them 
render'd  his  Prefcriptions  ineffectual,  violent,  and 
dangerous,  as  often  as  it  was  in  their  Power* 
The  prefent  Attack,  under  a  Mask  of  Vir¬ 
tue,  Knowledge,  and  the  Love  of  Mankind, 
is  much  fairer  $  did  we  not  know  that  the 
Defperatenefs  of  their  Caufe,  drives  thefe  great 
Matters  of  Scandal,  to  the  Neceffity  of  pub- 
lifliing  their  own  Calumnies  to  the  World. 

This 
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This  was  anciently  the  Gale  of  Galen ;  foe 
was  perpetually  perfecuted  with  the  Ca- 
mies  of  a  defperate  Cabal  of  Phyftcians  in 
me,  but  whom  we  now  find  recorded  in 
itory,  with  the  black  Character  given  them 
i  the  Good  and  Great  Emperor  Marcus  An¬ 
us  Antoninus ,  that  They  were  Covetous , 
nbitious,  Envious ,  Slanderers,  See.  The 
arafter  of  Apocauchus,  in  the  Hiftory  of 
yfick,  and  the  applauding  his  Murther, 
II  no  lefs  merit  a  Place  with  Pofterity, 
t  if  behaving  with  intolerable  Infolence ;  na» 
al  to  all  Cowards,  juftly  calls  for  their  gen- 
i  and  deferved  Correction  of  Murther ;  we 
ight  know  who  ftands  fair  for  the  Prefer- 
:nt :  though  both  Apocauchus,  and  the  Hifto- 
n  deferve  a  better  End. 
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